2

Ao, what's more, its the safest
We refer la the Daoug
equipped Wilmington-Cotalina  Alrlimes
which, for nearly 10 years, has apanniod
the 2 miles of open water betwesn Wil=
mington, Cal, and Awalon, Catalinn
Withoul bEsllyhoo—it’s 0 very mendest
organizatban and dosan’l o in for ghout-
ing abowt its peoeds—ite plones  huave,
since Junmo 6, 1511, flown the channels
more than 38,000 times, have carrbed more
than 200000 passengers, without injury
tx a opingle o, In all these years, there
has Been josl one forced Eamding—doee
tao-a broken all lise
Now the company 13 nboat fo reward
jimzlf, It iz poing to expand to 55 eniles
It will, irsfead of « 1fing at Wilming=
loia, fake ol of o 1 Iram Union Adr
Tarmal Burkank, land [oF additbomal
passenmers it Long Beach amnd wiml ap
an - the island on a first class alrpor
which mow iz being construcied. This

Han, svearding Lo s steely -eyed, thin ex-

'T'-‘5- the shortest airline in the workd

ik Delphis-

A colorfel spet on Calaline 7 e old
aaplese samp. The 25ps are Douglase



Mavy pilot who has “skippered” the air-
lime since July, 1831, and to whom goes
eredit for its safedy and maintenanoe rec-
ord—Walter L. Seiler, vioe president.
general manager, chief pilot and ai times
just & piloi—ia being carried eut for two
L =TEt

Lat Sebler tell you, “The fBrst,” he says,
“is that we want to add o the safety,
comfort and conveniencs of our passen-
gere. The second s that we have ecome
to the concluslon, after a careful survey,
that there is no longer any equipment of
amphibian type m.lnu.l’lﬁhuetl which is
suitahle I'.u-ul.l.rpq.rj:ll:ur

The new shipa (o io begin with) are
Lockhesd Lodestars, already ordered.
Aczording to original plans, they were to
be delivered in February and placed in
service at that time.

“Theyll carry 17 passengers, pilol, eo-

t and o steward,” Saller says. “They1l

wi two-way redlo, will be in constant
coftact with beth the Burbandk ard Cata-
fina (Buffalo Springs) bases and the in-
termediate stop at Long Besch. 'We have
oot had radico up to this time"

That's not all. They'll have & privately
financed and consiracted slrport  This
field will have s ranway into the prevail=
ing wind of 3,000 feet. The field will be
430 feet wide. There will e hangars,
nmiﬁngrmn,mmﬂmnﬁeﬂmdm_
trol tower, The buildings will be of old
California achitecture, The location, at
Buffale Springs, will be 11 miles from
Avalon, will be conmected with thiz main
community of the island by & seendc
high-speed highway.

Financing of the fiedd has been accom-
plished entirely by the Santa Catalina
Imland Compsany, the Wilmington-Cata-
lina Alrlime ard Philip B Wrigley, Mot
one cent of Federal money has gone Into
it and there is a reason for painting this
put. Mote it carefully, sod don't say we

The ¥ilmingian-Catalina

IIMHIH'I

didn't tell you, Or,
better, that Seiler
didn't.

“Until now we
have had only the
ramp &t Cataling,”
ha says. ""Even
though there has
been no  adeguats
lapding  plece, we
howe had student
Ayers and private
flyers attempt land-

the golf ecurse, which is privately owned,
This is trespass, In esch case we have
insisted that the pilot dismantle his plane
ardd ship it back 1o Wilmington by freight
We do thiz as o safety measire and we
will cantlinge to do so even after the new
airport has been put fnle commission,
“We do not want pllets of single-mo-
tored ships comdng to Cataling owver 28
miles of open water. Under the new seis
up we will welcome private fiyers whao
have twin-engined equipment which i=
enabled to maintain altifude even though
an only ong modar, It will be necsssary
for the pdlot to eoniaet us prior to the
fight and get clearance. Under these cic-
cumatances, privale Ayers will be wel-

Seller 15 strietly o safe pilot. He has

uuld like 10 fly to Catalina. Bat,
lha ciher hard, he knows that ame
or lsn’t two.  And be has had the ex-
pﬂ'ﬁmu- of seeding in hessdlines:
“EATALIMA PLANE CRASHES IN CHANNEL"
Such headlines dom’t refer 1o his planes,
But a loi of pecple jusd glance at the

has just tabea off for the meinland 10 miles aw=ay,

“r

streamers and den’™ read the Mull details.

When the Wilmington<Catalina Afrline
waa starbed under the aegis of the W. K.
Wrigley interests, it was pionesring
transportation in a safe apd sane manner
—hut it wasn't ploneering aviathon, A
young fellew mamed Glern Lo Martin did
that on May 10, 1812, He made o couple
of hesdlines himsslf, becawse ke went
ower n 37 minutes and came back In 51
minotes, buckdng & hesdwind, Sid and
Charley Chaplin, of all le, undertook:
the first airline in 1919 their egquip-
ment made the first scheduled Aight on
July 1, Pacific Maries Alrways took
cver on June T, 1922, later gave way to
Western Air Express. Then the Wrigley
Company took over im 1031

Un June 6, 1851, ihe line put into serv-
ice two Loening amphiblana, the belled
st that time being that the “amphibs™
were best becouse they could be drawn
out of the water, out of the weather, and
poald be worked on maore easily, One
manth later one Loening was retlred and
thie first of the Dowglas Dolphing was put
inte service. Fifteen momnths from the
storting date. a second Douoglas Dedphim
went cndo the line, At the moment the
airline consista af teo Dolphing, ane pow-
ered by bwo Wright Cpelones, earrying
cight passengers, and in service nine
years; the other carryving 11 pheseng@ers
with pilot and co-pikol and powersd by
two Pratt and Whitney Wasps,

Thi fare, at the start, was £ one way,
10 & round trip. That fare stands todasr,
although there has been mlﬂﬂ‘um
experimenting. Seiler aays:

“From April, 1932, uni] llhn:h the fiol-
lowing year, we exparimented w].l.h 0 ome
way rate of $.75. Ordinarily, this would
boom business, but it didn't. Business
seemed to fall off. We've never learmed
why. The follvwing year we waent up
20 cents ard that dide't do much good

Thewe sm-

phibians have meda 38,000 erowings, cerying morg thes PO0000 pamsengars, without ans dabalify.




Lakely there have besn 10 many bosfs b sad srosad HBa harboe ot Catalice that the
line's amphibians have hed to aperate to and from their moorings with exlrame cautian,

We flnally went up to 35 and business
revived™

The Wilmington-Catalina line pewar
has paid a dividend. In fset, 1§ has sver-
aged & loss of appresimately 10,000 a
year, vear in and year out. There are fwo
reasons. Bringing in Seiler again:

“The line iz established a3 & servics to
peaple who wani 1o fly 1o Cataling Island,
s & eonvenlence. It is, at times, very
much & public utility. And, in last analy-
gis. it hos been a life =ver”

“Beonsd, we've never wanted o carry
the mails, 'We have wanted to fly car
awn schedules, ranging from one roand-
trip A day—sometimes cancelled because
of bad weather—to 4 irips per day, &
peak reached In A summer rush, We
wers actually running more second sec-
tiems than regularly scheduled MAights,
Which poinis up, too, why we need 17-
passenger Lockhesd Lodesters and new
apralichs hnses,

“Mvintion transport has shown Giile
clearly that no airliee cab operate &t A
profit without Uue busiress of the Post
Office  Dopartmenti—and we're no ex-
eptbem.™

The corporate sei-up of U ftny alr-
line is interesting, David P. Fleming &
president amd chalrman of the board of
directors, He has general knowledge of
alr transportation, but lesves the detalls
tn the good judgment of Seller, wice presi-
dent and genéral monoger, chief pilot
and plot.  Sccretary ond  treasurer §A
Juek Q. Emmerich, who stéels himseld to
those annual losses, pays off with a smile.
Jack R. Hill & the long-time maintenanoe
man—the lad who, with nine akilled me-
chanles under him, has bullt up the
agiounding  safely record, who leeps
those Wrights and FW's purring, who des
tects the corrasion which goes with ma-
rine air transport.

The line operabes In fhe summer with

nine plleta aned co-pilods, in the winter
with five. El‘jt‘lﬂ-h}lﬁ under Sejler all are
witerans, men who koow everything from
setling down in n creaz-ewell or 6 chappy
sea to Agaring weather before it happens
to them. There's Frank Williams, ex-
Mavy, ex-TWA, cx-CAML inspsetor, wha
&5 now wriling a book about his full life
between iripa; Harry Downs, ex=Navy,
ex-airline, now a Lockhesd fest pilot
oiice in a while, and Richard Field, sx-
Boving and ex-United Air Lines pllos,

Sollor, ool of the Mawy himself, not
only is & martinet when 5l comes to ops
erations, but an instriector &t hearl. Sa
well has he trained his co-pilods that he's
ponatantly loaing them. Hes proud of the
fact that mlne of his co-pilots have gone
onta the tronscontmental Hoes and lave
made good Youll fnd them spatbed
arcund TWA, UAL, Northwest and
American Alriinea,

Up until now, Seiler's operationa have
hesr lairly simple. A pilo, taking off
fram Wiminglon, iz checked out. Avalom
iz notified that be'll be along aboist 17
minutes later--and there he is.  Seller's
eperalibong osjling s 400 feet, his mini-
mum wisibility two miles and he has
wabtched his airline compbote sl D6
per cent of scheduled flights. Come sun-
el and the big amphibs are fowed up the
ramps, put away for the nighi, Seiler
beliewves in day operatbons doucept when
you're playing around with poteniial fog
arul have no beam

At Wilmington, a [Ragman iz muoin-
tained. If an aguaplaner B caverting
around behind 8 motorboat, o a barge
in eing shunted, out comes a blue and
white fAag that tells the lamsding pilat,
“Proceed with caution.” I all s well,
he waves & yellow Hag. I theress down-
right darger, ke unfurla o red flag, That
red flag has been coming out too much
of late.

"We get 5 lod af squaplaning,” Seller
says “There's more shipping.  Mare prd-
vale gachting. In short, the Wilmington
landing b getiing altogether cluttered up,
That's jiest ane more resson why we're
sbandoning Wilmington and going to the
landplanes mstoad of the amphibisns,”

On the Avalon end there's a patrol boat,
And, just in case there might be o mid-

larsding, there are speedbonts ot

bath ends of the lne—water thxis, they're

called—which are ready fo seurry out

:I::I:' 1ul|dulij nﬂb?:: the othor plane,
. In all, it's n tty foan

to date. Py

“The new line” Seiler adds, “is
ta ke even more foclproof with nﬁfﬂdanrﬁ
all. We're going fv reach gui and pet
our custeimers. It be g lot better. Wa'l
atay af Burbank untll ihe other alelines
fuiree. then we'll go with them to the Les
Angebes Munbelpal Ajrport at Inglesoed."

There won't be much change in the
rate structure, although the passengers
will get & longer ride. Proposed fares
are FU0 ore way, E11 rownd trip from
Burbank, the same old $5 and 310 from
the Long Beach Municipal Alrport,

Tl sagn of Walter Seiler is interesting,
for the skinple resson that the story of
the line—and safety—Is his story, ton,
"Walt" is & nalive of Dawien, 0., ane
of those fellows who had flving born in
them, He recalls, as a kid, playing hookis
:f'rmn:lm:-'lluul to go down o a garage run
by “those crazy Wrighi fellows"—the
famous garage at Harshmanville — ti
Ceversee” thelr latest produet

A1 17 be ran away from home, jained
the Navy for coe cruise, came home,
went inte the payroll department aof
White Mators, then went with Packard,
Ht'upelnlmnmlkm-rmmtd'-ﬁpu than in
the offices and developed a natigrsl me-
chankeal ability. Just before the United
States endered World War I, fwo meen
were being chosen from sach state to go
lo Pensacola for flying teaining.  In
Pittsburgh at the time, he jumpsd st the
apporiunity, gqualfled, found Persasals
filled bt was shipped 1o England, where
he irained with the Royal Naval Akr
Eurvice.

Adler completing the course he went
to Dunkick, flew scaplares on anti-sub-
marine pairol with the Brilish and
Fremch. Mo returned to the United
States, served for sovera] years og on 16-
sirucior af Pensacoln, lnsiructed ot San
Ddege, then patrolled and Instructed at
Coco Eclo, Canal Zone. He wen! into
semi=retirement from the Mavy, became
whief {est pilot for Emaco in 1823 Whan
this company veased operations he oon-
cluded, at 40, that he might as well retire,
It was with this in view that one day in
June be stood studying the Wilmington
Cataling Airline operathors al Avalon. A
man lsmide him begon talldng ta him.

“Protty nice, i=n't it?" smid the man, in-
dicating the ramp, kangar and planegs,

“Yes," agreed Scbler, "bud 1 think-—""

He went inte o lew- miggestions with
consilerable pir-marine terminology, The
man's mouih fell cpen.

"Say!" he exclaimed. “"How do you
kraw aa mveeh aboat this™

Thal atarted something, beause the

(Condinued on page TH)
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FLYING and POPULAR AVIATION

ery = Indtiated. Diuring  recovery the
aileron and rudder should be In meuiral
or, 8l least, should not be used,

The adeanced stall has no place in pel-
mary Ingtroction. 08 mey be demon-
strated to the student, if for some reason
the instructor deems this advlaable. The
advanced stall is 5 maneaver in which the
alreraft is completaly stalled, the stick 1s
brought to its full resrward position ard
the flight pwith is controlled with the mud-
der, usually in a sirnight line, The ai-
berans should aof be used. This stall can
be sabd to be the hasiz of a number of
aerohatle maneuvers. With slight changes
of timing la the use of the elevatars and
ruchier, this manewyer can be made inio a
falllng beaf, =nap rall, vertical reverse or
5 3

Fdﬁe instrugtor should reallzs that the
student learns to recopnize stalls in thres
wiys: visually, aurally and by museular
reaction, commaonly called “feel™ He
muet learn fo take heed to the warslng
of thess three senses and make automathe
his recovery or correction of the sialled
pondition.

Regardless of apeed, an airfodl salle ad
only one angle of affack, so the proper
way to correct a stalled condition is to re-
duce the angle of attack and this is almost
invariably attended by an Incresse in
#peed. In simple sords, get the stick for-
wudq.‘ usually by relaxing the “back pres-
B,

The instructar showld be careful that he
does nothing to hamper the student while
hi 18 lesrning stalle The slightest PrRE-

| sure an the conirols by the instructer

when the siudent is practicing o stall,
eliminates the use of the student’s “foel”
in recognlzing the stall. Too much con=
versation durlng the student's practice of
stalls hampers his aural percoptions and
hand aignals during the maneuver should
be kept to a minimum in order that he
may use his eves to the best advantage.

In closing it will be well to mention that
#xpeasive speed should not be bullt up in
recoverlss from either stalls or spins, as
this may overload the ship past the point
al eafety.

The instructor who can bring hés siu-
dents i a high state of proficiency in the
executlon of turns and stalle, will have ne
resson to “chew his nadils” at the time of
the inspecior's visit,
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man was D M, Renton, vie president
and general mansger of the Santa Cota-
hna Island Company,

"We need a chicf piled,” Rentan said,
fnally. “How's about it}™

“Tll try it for a month" Seiler gaid,

The month has stretched almost o 10
years and shoubd Bave a lot of elastic in
it yed, now that new excitements and new
problems are coming wp,

Seiler s # bit shy aboul off-scheduly
operations. He, like most af the obd-
timers with thoussnds of hours under
their belts, doesn't “pop off" about theill-
ing experiendes. Once he sid:

'"i'i':" newar - opsrated - nights — excepe
oOCE—

March, 194]

We followed this thin lead:

It was 330 o, on o cold Jamuuary
merning in 1992, The late Willlasm Wrig=
lew, Jr. was seriously ill at his Arizona
home. Seller piled out of bed, gat Hill,
trundled cul an amphibian, warmed ik,
roared over o Glendale, lowered his
wheels, picked up a specialist and turmed
his ship ecast to Phoenix. He got thers
after daylight and, secording to his story,
“pretty scan Mr. Weigley felt batter,”

Anather one:

It was late in 1831, The steamer Co-
lombiz, cwned by the Panams Mail Lireg,
had struck a reef off Baja, Califormia, B50
miles south., Tt was breaking nup fami
It & safe in the hold was godd ampuniing
to 50000 destined for San Francizon
banks, They couldn't get the safe DT,
Would somebody please Ay down @ Tosd
of dynamite? Seiler did; they got the gald.

And atill another:

Wires and radio shricked the news tha
tag Mavy pllots had erashed off the
southern tip of the island.  Seiler went
out in an amphibian, He found one pilai
injured seripusly, the other shaken up,
He got them aboard, rushed them o a
hospital e the mainland. Bath re-
epvered.

"We got eredit for saving their Lives,"

EAVE,

Then there was the time he raced up
to the lsthmus where o bost had just
exploded. He helped ged the boresd men
fnlo the amphibian and few them to the
mainland, where he helped load them
inte an ambulance.

“One died,” he saya
late.”

Theére are & lod more stosfes, The [T
about the thres-day-old haby wha had
to be rushed to the specialist on the
madnland, who had to be rushed back
three days later. Seiler did both jobs.
And when it comes to childbirth, beart
attack ecoses, appendectomies and other
allments to whish all morisls are heir,
Seiler refuses to give any kind of an esti-
mate on the number of lives the line has
afved. He tells, too, of ships of all kinds
sighied in distress in the channel, of fele-
phare calls at the end of those runs whick
have aaved plenty of peopls,

“That's why [ say,” he paints owt, “that
the airline’s a sérvice. Prafit and loas
doesn't eaunt™

Soller, balding, is slim ard stralght ss
an arrow, keeps that Mavy stance. In
gpite of all his ewperience, hw's still on
the sunny side of 50. He's married, has
a 15-year-old daughter, His wife apd
daughter have to live in Glendals, Be.
calige of the press of work, he has to
spersl a lot of tise at Catallna, He has
quarters in Bachelor Hall, the famous
home of the late Zane Gray, nowelist
He's o Quiet Birdman, has logped &2
bours and i a member of the Pacifie
Avistion Club

Right mow, he's planning to pet the
name, Wilmington-Cataling  Airlineg,
changed to plain Cataling Airline [this
recently was done—Ed ], mainky beesse
it won't run to Wilmington any msre,
He's lie & skipper abandoning ship with
those Daouglas Dolphing, which he calls
the greatest amphibions ever made, Hs
desan't know yet what'll happen t them,

"Wa were too
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FLYING and POPULAR AVIATION

But he's lecking forward, foa, fo aban-
doning 135 mph, snd taking on X
m.ph—and seeing more of his family in
Glendale.
"Going twice as fast over a line twice
as long,"” he says, “is really something”
END

Hero frem Winona
(Comtinyed from poge 38
of flying. A rumber of years ago he

played the banjo with a dance archestra
traveling the middle west. He alsa

played the collo and plano. Mow he will |

spend hours during an evening playing
the piane as relaxaiion,

He Ia a hard man 1o interview, s news-
papsrmen who have visited Winona re-
cently have dbcowversd. Amisble, but
rather reticent, he is Incdined o brush
off guestions. He mever dramatizes him-
self. Besides, it would be diffcult fo find
a busier man. The reporier asks a
ryuestion and Conrad slarts (o sanswer. Be-
fore ha is half through, 8 student is hov-
ering about with & drawing, A secrelary
is waiting to have a letter signed. An
inspector hns just landed, a breathless
gmall boy reporis. Or there is a telephone
call—ihey wan't lalk to anyone else, One
of the mechankes is waitkng to see him,
Arnd s o

Conrad's wife, the former Batty Bie-
sang, is the daughter of Charles Biesane
who was the first man in Winona to fly.
In the post=-war years he flew with Dick
Grace. Mrs. Conrad, however, doesn't
do much flying. Se i@ too busy faking
care of the four litfle Conrads—Tsdy,
Batay, Jane and Molly, aged 8 10 3. Al
the children have flown and Judy and
Betsy, the two eldest, have guite a few
hours as passengers.

Az a family, the Conrads are so air-
minded that it didn't ocour o them to
buy & car uniil last summer, Consad's
“bove” tale a great deal of personal in-
terest in Max's woark and he in theirs
Take a cortaln red-hesded boy, now
comdng up for his instrwctor’s rating.

“T was ouf of a job,” he says, “when
I was sent to Conrsd. [ told him |
wanbed to learn how to be an adrplans
mechanic. He tock me up in an airplane.
“What do you want fo be o mechande
for?' he sxid. "Yoi can be a Ayer.

“Well,” adds the red-head with a aml.l&.

“mow 1 have my commerclal. And
didn't have & cent.”

It is perhaps significant that everyvone
in Winona, from the smallest boy hanging
about the shops to almost complete siran-
gers, calls Conrad “Max."

Hiz syetemn of traindng b diferent s
two ways: first, he trains his own in-
structors. Second, he sees thof every
boy who ia laking & commercial courae
goes on at least one trip croas-country by
alr, fo the ecasf or west comst. Mamy of
thern have gone many Umes and conse-
gquenlly ars at home in different typas of
airplanes and in all flying conditions.

"Unless sludents take long cross-ooun-
try trips," he says, “ithey have no real
pleturs of weather,

“Om such trips the boys see for them-
selves how weather can be good in one
place and, a little farther on, very had.

blarch, 1941

They will learn not o take chances with
it I hawve made 3o many mistakes and
token so mamy chances myself throogh
sheer ignorance that I want to see that
my students don't make the same errors.”

The airlines, he =says, scason their
pilots no matier how experienced they
arg in ather fields, by making them oo=
pllots far a pericd. So, with his students,
he tries to teach themn how to travel cam-
petently by air from one place to another.
For after all; he points out, the porpase
of fying is "io gei from one place to
anathar™

On these trips the boys, usually three
ar four of them, fy in half-hoar stretches,
chariing their course, studying the
weather amd gelling acguainted with
various air traffc control systems

“They learn a lot mare in ane trip about
navigation and metsorology than in
dazina ol clasess,” Conrad poinis ouat,

Conrad considers Gene Newman, now
abrport manager at Green Bay, an out-
standing instrectar developed by the
sohool. Mewman had 36 bours In the air
when he qualified for his private llcenss
last Jume. Im two months, be had earoed
his commercial license with a high rating,
an Instrucior's rating and had been ap-
pointed mansger of the alrpart,

Right mow in Winona, the Junior
Chamber of Comenerce and other organ-
iznthors e calling the attention of the
Carnegle Foundatlen of New York 1o
what the Winona Republican=Herald calls
“the herolsm of Max Conrad and Calvin
Volkel (a mechanic at the airpart) doring
the rescue of stranded duck humbers.”

It was quite o feat As one of Maox's
students, now an instructor, says: I
takex a swell fAyer io take a plane that
lancls &t 32 up in & 50-mile wind."”

On the morning after Armisisos Day,
while relatives amd friends of the huni-
erd loat and trapped by the siorm in the
bog-lands along the Misslasippl, gathered
In worrled groups or formed searching
parties which were wsually unable 1o find
thie hunters, Conrad was cut at the alc-
part getting ready for his first flight. He
started abowt 9 am. and fAew ateadily
until about sbe the same night, returning
tix the airport in his 50 hop, Cub 10 or 12
timees during the day to refuel. The wind
varied from 30 to 50 mph.

“I was sart of like a dog.” Conrad says,
“because I had to communicate with the
rescise parties in boats without talking to
them. I would locate a party of hunters
and fy over them sgain and again o n-
dicate to the rescue boats just where
theiry wire to be found.

At the alrpart they paeked fve-gallon
gasaline cans full of sandwiches, whiskey,
paper, matches and cigarettes and Con-
rad dropped thesn near the parties of
ksnbera, many al whom hed bl shelterm
to protect themselves from the wind,
Sometimes, when boats were not avail-
able, Conrad would cut his motor and
eame down within 10 feet of the grouns
mnd shout instructions to the stranded
ITHETL.

"Fallow me," he would shout thraugh
the nodse of the wind, "I bead oy oot
Back and forth he went, marking the
path to the hunters until they reashed
safe territory.
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