By CAPT.
R. H. McGLOHN

with Howard Waldarf

AYBE wvou have heard such a

statement  before but, honest-

lv I have the most interesting
job in the world, [ am eaptain of one
of the big Fd4-passenger Boeing clippers
on Pan American's 900 mile run across
the Pacific Oeean to China,

Come on aboard, if you have time, and
fly with me to Hong Kong and 1 will
try to show you what makes the job s0
interesting. Mlease excuse me if 1 seem
[ Té] {w:rd.:r lh: p:r.ﬂl.l:m.:.l_ prromoan, bt glae
“I'" refers to the position rather than
myself  individvually, My duoties are
tvpical of the other Pan American cap-
tains in the services which are carrving
the American flag of commerce to the
Orient, Egrope and Central and South
America.

Let's start our fight with the actual
assignment. The orders are posted by
the ocperations department.

“Flight 311 ({that's the number of
Pacifie croszings we've made since the
inavguration of service in November,
1935, but it doesn’t inclode the many
trail=blazing fMights) San Francizce 1o
Hong Komg via Honolulo,  Midway,
Wake, Guam, Manpila and Macao
Hpna!ulu I:."I'J'.H'rr [E!-::-Eing':l. i:l'epil.r'l i T
Treasare Island 4 p. m. Wednesday., Cap-

Climbing away from San Francisco, fthe China-bound clippor sots a course for

Homrolulu, 2400 miles away. The American flag is for inquisitive Jap warplanei,

"IMIRATHE TRANS-

It's a fascinating job, this flying of the
giant clipper ships. But soaring to Hawai
and China is bound to be. Captain Mec-
Glohn takes you to the Orient with him.

tain - R, H, McGlohn, commanding”

The orders then go on to list the
other nine members of the crew. Sounds
like a lot—10 of us=but she's a big
ship, the higgest commercial aircralt
in the world and there's plenty to do
Here's the way we line up for duty:
[ am eaptain, and master of the ship.
[ usually handle the fight controls on
the take-offs and landings, stamd a reg-
ular watch at them during the trip,
make all final decizions concerning the
flight and ecorrelate the functions of the
other crew members,

The first officer i5 the executive officer
of the ship. He acts as second in eom-
mand and relieves me of much of the
responstbility of detail, such as super-
vising the loading and relaving my
orders to other members of the crew.
He iz the only one who can share the
“bridge watch”™ with me,

The second officer, also a pilot, acts
as mavigator, supplying the data az to
heading, altitude and speed that keeps
us on the selected air track. He also
keeps the all-important ship's log.

The third officer is a juntor pilot, He
stands a regular watch as second pilot,
relieving the hrst officer,

The first and second Hight engineer

officers are responsible for the proper
fﬂn:liuning aof the four l,-.ng:in.l::, inclad-
ing the calewlation of power and f[uel
required to Ay under the plan set by the
captain and detailed by the navigator,

The first and sccond radio officers
maintain  constant communication with
the ground stations and furnish radio
bearings to the navigator,

The first and second stewards are
responsible for preparing and serving
the food and caring for the needs of
the passengers amd others on board.

All of us are highly trained for our
duties and most crews have been to-
gether on many Pacific crossings, In
the air we stand a two hoor wateh aned
are off one hour out of every three.

The next step in preparing for our
flight is taken Monday, two davs before
the departure, when the crew reports
te the base for a physieal examimition,
We get a very thorough going over.
Even such a ‘l:riﬂi:ng |:1:|§|.'||,|;' A% 1 COImman
cold iz sufficient reazon for disgqualifica-
tion. However, all of us keep in top
physical condition so the examination is
little cavze for worry, We take nine
of them a year—twao' fof the Civil Acro-
nautics Authority, the company annual
and six pre-departures,




“Ona balll by erow sad | march down the platform inka e ship snd immadintely g=
fo cur #ablans, Shorlly afterard tea belly sound and paisengeri coms sboard.” .

PACIFIC CLIPPERS”

The physical examination is &l for
Monday, onless we have some  raddsn,
eagineering or instrument fving proh-
lems 1o finish, Mo matter bow naaoy
years of Hying we have belond s, we
keep on studying all the time.

The nexi day we and the ahip to be
flown are put through a stiff predepar
tigre tesi Right. Every man and phece
gl machinery is checked and double
checked for performance.  We check
gas and ol consmmption  under  the
variois  power outputs  amd propeller
apitings, calibrate the instraments, the
radio awd everyithing on beard, We
da considerable instrument Aying and
make several instrument approaches to
the landing area

We Brigh up the test with fire and
shandon-ship drills to make sure every
man 13 Tamiliar with his dotes in an
EMETECnCy. In the a’l.lijl'll]l.ll'l"\-h'll'l drill
we land and as guickly as jsosshie in-
flate &ad laanch two big life rafte. Each
maf has & duty io perform,  The navi
gular picks up the smergency Baviga-
ison equipment that will be needed and
the ship's Tog, the radio man the signal
devices and batiery charger, the stew-
ards the food amd water, etc.  Some-
times we hold these drille in eotal dark-
mess to insare that fach man knows
his job thoraaghly

We nsually get hack to the base '.'ifl_l

“Onee aboard, we ilip Inbo our eah
at tha contreh [upper right). Thers
iv ample fess for pilob, navigabor
radic aparehers and flight engineers,”’

7




i the aiterpooi. | turn the ship over
io the mainienance department 1o be
clegped and Tueled with the ninimem
quantity se1 up lor the kg The opers-
EENFR -l]f]'lﬁ:‘l.nu::nl '|'||._.;|.1r-¢-l 1his ||1i1|:.||1||||l
ot the number ol howrs predicted fos
the Bight wnder the expecied conditions,
s five hours fuel reserve. [ check the
armtoamt.  1f there are amy adjustments
or repairs o be made o the ship, the
orders are given ai this time. That is
all for the day.

The first leg of the Hight to Thina is
a long one—dUHE nautical miles do
Honolule {approximately  Z45H0  land
tidbes), which means 16 howurs of more
of Hying, 30 [ have my own system of
preparmg myscll, | fry 1o stay up as
lomg as 1 can the night before. [ read
umkidl my eyes won't stay open any
longer. Then I crawl into bed and in
that way get a sound sleep that lasts
uniil abowot 11 the next moroing. |1
wake uwp refreshed and ready for the
assignment.

1 meet my crew at the base two houwrs
before departure fime. That gives us
plenty of time for comferences on the
wezther and the loading of the ship.

The swtbor and kit cww are Feted sf Homslulu, The step of Hawsii @ This loading is extremely important, as

avaraight, Haat shop will be bidwey Idesd, Than Waks, Suam, Manils and China, apon it hinges the performance of the
ship. The cenier of gravity musi be

held within very close Limite [ notify
the hrst officer what center of gravity
iz desired and he loads the ship accord-
ingly. Every person who goes aboard
and every item—the mail and express
cargoes, the fopd—all are carefolly
weighed and placed. Owor permitted
maximua gross weight is B2, 60 poands
amnd we must not exceed it Today we
are fakmg &0 passengers, 3,000 poamds
of express and 1.5 poumds of mail

The meteorologacal department hands
nse a weather map compiled from last
myiniebe radic reports from ships at =éa,
our awn stations, Albzka and the Aleu-
timm Dslamds, Asiz and the Sowth Pacific,
Every Hpe of possible approach of &
storm i3 covered.  Also [ get & chan
of all the ocean veretls alosig the cowsrse,
both as o where they are mow and
where they will be when we pass over,
their call leiters amd the hours their

The new Besfag clippars are 30 lorge the figh! saginesy can dimb out inte the radio operators are on waich.  This
wings and check or even repair segine: i= flight, Passageway iy incide ship's wing. L oudimyey Fra i]

T
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Pan Amarican now albarnabe Ching Sights between Mardin [le#t] snd Bosing ships.



"I Fly the T ific Clippers"
| Fy the Tramspacific Clppars

map shows pregty fair weather all the
way. The winds aloit loock good—a
quptering 1ail wind dfor the first BOO
miles, and lght headwinds from there
to Honelulu. There 3 no disturbance
to avoid sa we will Ay the divect air
track, or Noo 4. There are eaghi separ-
ate air tracks charted for the Honolule
crossing.  We will By at 7000 feet alti-
ionde. The winds look most Mvorable at
that level and it's a good ome for pas-
senger comiort and engine perforimence.

From the assembled data the metearo-
bogical department makes the fight fore-
cast amnd I cheek it Chir forecast in-
dicates we will arrive at Pearl Harbor,
Honolulw, in 149 howrs and 35 minates.
The tanks are loaded with 3,700 gallons
of gasoline and 130 gallans of oil. That
will give us the fve howr reserve and
still keep us wnder the 414 ton
gross weight. The navigatos fig-
ures the equi-lme pomt ai this
time. Thas ig the “pomt of last
return”, the last guimt ai which
we can turn back and fesch our
home Ease with the gasoline
abeard. It o'l ibe same a8 the
half way poant, bechsse the equi-
wiimse ponnd i3 baeed om carrent
wind comiitioms.,

The last thing [ da hefore
boarding the plane is sign the
alfcisl elearance papers and CATED
manifeste. These papers are just
like ihose wsed for ocean liners.

Ope bell sounds! My crew and
I march out into the sanlight and
down the long walk leading to
the dock. There she i3, the giant
Honoluiy Clipper, Tiding easily
at the dock—all resdy for s,
thanks 10 the many hours of
wirk hy maintenance, operations
and the many lnle known de-
partments behind ithe scenes of
a transoceanic service, plus the
long years of trailblazing and
research and planming by the
PioneeTs.

Two mechamics are on top of the
152-fat wing, They are making & final
gas eheek, That's some of the mall
and expresa on these bag Band driecks
going down tle walk ahead of us. We
march up the gangplank, go abosrd
throsgh the main lounge amidships,
march wp the aisle past the luwmrious
passenger compartments and the galley
and climb ap the spiral staircase to the
flight deck. Tixa is ihe hridge of onr
clipper. It is larger than the average
living room—21k by 915 feei, to he
exact That gives every member of the
crew plenty of working room and makes
for the maximum im efficiency.  Notice
the deep carpet and owerstuffed chairs.

We go immediately to owr posts for
doty. I slip into the big adjustable
chair behind the flight controls at the
leit side of the ship, the first pllot’s post.
I glance at the Hight insruments on
the board im fromt of me. Surely a far
ety from the crowded bpards of bygone

days. At muy right, the first officer is
#t his post hehind the duoal set of Aight
conirols.

Directly behind me the pilot-ravigator
ks spreading charts on his big work
talile and checking over octants and
pther  ingtruments. Behind the firss
officer the radw officers are checking
over the three sets of recelvers anmd
trapemiitters that will keep we &n touch
with the msintamd every second of the
bong fight, Behid them the first en-
gineer officer 18 giving a fnal leok a1
the apstrament board which will el we
what's going on inside of the enginee
how maeh power tsey're praducing. the
tempersture of the cylmder heads, how
minich gasoline bas been eonsamed, how
awueh  remains, whether there i5 any
water mn the fuel tanks and a hundred

he has o taxi bafore lmaviag the grewnd . . "

and one other things about the mechan-

ical equipment. During each hali hoor
he will take 42 different readmgs. In
front of him are the engine conirols
and synchronieer with which he ayi-
chromices the engines at a grven number
of revilubons per mantsite. The second
engineer is in ome of the walkwars i
the wing imspecting the engined

Behimd the mavigaton station i3 my
pffice, the master’s office. It has two
big overstuffed chairs. Here 1T hald
conferences with the varioss mesibers
of the crew, Behmd that is the busk
ream for imen off daty. There's an-
olther rest compartment in the anchor
raoom  belaw,

Two bellsl That s the signal for
the passengers o come aboard. They
are quickly shown o ther compart-
ments. Already their baggage has bei
stowed away in the holds

I start the engines, the port ones ficst,
Becamse the gangplank sbll 18 dowi

The engines lave been warmed up by
the ground crew s 1 keop them tern-
g ower jizet fasl caciigh s they won't
foal.

The ground crew hasils the gang-
pank sshore. The stewards close the
hatch., The slgnsl to cast offf The
ground crew releases the mooring lmes.
I turn the big ship and follow the patral
hoai ol of the Post of Trade Winds to
the selecded runway. The chpper has
& bost rudder under the hull and she
liwmdles well on the water, 1 follow a
chammel marked by floating avtomobile
tire beicys.

The patrod boat torms amd starts back.
That 15 oitr poimt of take-off. [ swing
the ship aroungd. 1 ron up the engines
aml with the switches test each spark
Misg—there are 112 of them—to make
stiee exch 18 firing perfectly.

The first officer checks the test of
thie erétw to miake sure all are ready.
From the lower deck the stewards re-
port all watertight doors secured amd
all passengers in their proper
seats, I Bash on the “Fasten
Safety Belts, Please™ Nght in
each compartment. The engineer
says, “Ready 1 The radio officer
says, "Heady '™ From the patrol
baat comes the radiophone report
“Cowree all clear amnd ready 1

The first offcer reports @ “Crew
and ahijp ready for take-olf 1"

T tell him how mach Bap 1o
st &nd the propeller speed. Al
my ol he opers the master
thrattle Tull an, The hig clippes
comes to life, The Toar engines
give out a mighty rosr. She
leaps throagh the water. T give
her bier head. [ ease hier up onto
the step. She slides along on toep
af the waves. The green water
breaks over her stubby seawings,
She's getting light. 1 can feel
her dhrobldng in my hands,

I ease back on the whesl. A
last light Boumce and she comes
ot of the water cleanly and
gracefully. The engine roar hod-

lows owt. We zre im the air,
Henolola  bound. 35 secomds.
zood poing.

Treasure [slamd Hashes below. Ahead
in the Goblden Gate. [ sigmal the first
officer to throiile the engines and re-
duce the propeller speed for the climb bo
cruising  altitude. We tnke off at 42
inches of manifobd pressure and 2,200
rpm. I give the pilot-ravigator the
exact time of take-off 1o enter in the
ship’s log. We level off at 7000 feet
and T give the order to check ship. We
o through the same rontine we went
throwgh on the water, checking cach one
of the 112 spark plags and ithe variows
switches  and instroments.  Althowgh
the wing walkways make it possible
for ms to make extensive repairs to the
engines in fight and we could contimee
aar flight on three engines, if there is
any sign of irouble at this point we must
pive the acder to turm back. It is one
of the rule: responsble for the com-
pany's enviable safety record.

The big ship bandles easily in the air.

(Conttuped on page 66)
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"l Fly the Clippers"

[ eutimied From paae Bl

| can nwsve the controls with two ingers
anal the padder pedals require very little
pressare.  Hut we give the routine job
ol Axing over o the. gyropilot, [rom
Kake of Filhert, as we have mameed him
We have o slaml by and watch him
amd make cofrections now and then. hat
he relieves e ol ahe labop of constantly
ha“dmg onte the o Alrals

[ ocder the throttles ser for e sre
letermimed  cruisamg '\1|:-|'|3'|| The en-
gineer -:,.'|'.|_'||r||||;.-c|;'- Elar  emglaies.
switech on the gyragehs and with 1lie
adjusimng  wiseela anl twhs - ai my eiile
trim ship awl sed her om (e couree
laid oak by the 1|:-||.'ih;:1l-|r:'.

It iz now 420 o 02 Greecawich
time wldch we Gee -||1.||"i|lg e “iE:I'Il.
W oare over the ocexn 30 nriles west of
Treeasnee [sbind, [n anciher nilonie the
hiret ol the ]H_-mi“g checks will boom
i froan our [k F. {direction Gades)
atation at San Francien, We get tliese
checks on vur exact heading every hali
hevar it i the nedessity arfees  (liey
can Fash them to us as fast as three
every Iwa mimmees, Onpe growend  sta-
tion can work us all the way, but we
switch aver 1o Honoluln [ F. ar the
hali way pont.

The air speed] shows 130 m.ph.
maniold pressare i@
F.p.em 1 5]

The
inches and the
We hawve 1,500 horsepower

avatlable in sxch of the four cngines bat
we are using only Y950, They are o=
ing over mo quictly they seem (o he
lanfing.

Radio reporte a laver of bgh cumulus
clowds drifting onto the track MH pales
pul  Probably have to po ap through
them tomight. Have to keep on top 20
tlie navigator can shoot the stars and get
thee celestinl fixes that check our posi-
tiom, He never poes more than  two
lieties hetween fixes.

Wi are flving tnio the setting san.  In
a (ew hours darkness will settle over
tlaer pesiless e waier below. 1 give
ter order 1o start duty watches.  With
P ol ks G :|I.1I:\. at the flighi contrals
st all vimnes, we spell each other every
howr, [ look aroond af the resi of the
erew. The sea routine is in fell swing.
The radin officer is 1:|||||i||,.; Ul mess
<ages of our progress.  The noavigator
lans :ll"\:'l'.'lll-ll‘\-l‘l a smake bomb smd @s
checking owr deift through sighis on the
wing. At mght he wees phosphores
hombs,

Thie ﬁ:’Fl |'Ilgillﬂ'l liss ||i=\.|.|:-||'\.'.|r|.":1 i
Illq [EnFl Hn'hll:wh_l\.'. He's lll.i.l-ClnH line
I|:'|1E-I-.|,:||r|_-.- i:‘lﬂ[llj'l"'lillu af - 1he ""'H-i"'”
Ar mghit we dRspesl the Tront ends o
the engines with a rotaable Tight tha
sireamblines nte the top of the ship.

[ ease oul from beliond the fight con-
trals amd the first officer takes over
I'ke third ofhcer slps inte the vacaml
chair. Thimgs are poing smoosthiy. 1t
1% alsamt Hme for dinner I zaw them

loading on some tasty ooking squabe

| wander downstairs to the loange. The
steward introduces me o each pag-
sepger, 1 helieve that iz an excellent

way of promoting confidence in o air
travel., 10 the passengers meet and talk
ta the men handling the ship, they take
a persomal interest in Aving.

We sif down o disner in the loonee,
14 at a timse, 0 ea1 wiil 1he paspengers.
The ship is wvery quiet and we @lk back

and forth in mormal temes. The fables
are =et with gleaming limen aml the
clipper's own  silverware.  An eight-

TETH ]
M,

course dinmer. To think, we
flv the ooean on a ham samdwich.
these sguabes are wood!

i the mainland | hear people say
how msenotomous i wusi be o Ay the
weean.,  MNothing could be farther Erosm
ihe troth.  Always there s someéthing
interesting 10 do and see. Darimg the
day we watch for surface ships. Al
mght we look for their lights and at
ihe millions of stars. Often we give
the passengers informal courses in as-
tronaEmy,

The cloml formnitans over 1he ncexn
are the inost BEawtifel in the workl
Lireat wlitle ::||||I_|.' thniigs, I|||':\. drill laxi-
lv across the blue sky. On moonligh
mights when we are above them i 18
like looking down om-a field of wmow
Alse; during the day we oecasiondlly
sight schools of whales spooting 2l
over the place. [§ théy wouald only stay

{C oplinwed om o G
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ALL METAL LUSCOMBES AT HOME ABROAD

THE superior performance, safety, long life and
ease of repair of ALL METAL Luscombes make
them especially adaptsble o hard wse in far-off cor
ners of the Warld, Mo wonder they are sa popular

here in the Undted Staces.

ALL METAL Luscombes give you a 104 mile an
bour cruising speed with a range of over 350 miles,
unexcelled visibility and comfort, the safety and dura-
biliey of metal construction—all at lower cost

G‘F-?HERS tell us—"After 670 hours of student
instruction nothing on my Luscombe was found in

value by far”

need of TEPAIT OF TE placement™
mee i cruising speed of 106" —"W'e've seen all the light
ships and can easly sy the Luscombe is the greatest

"My Luscombs mives

Luptambe “80"—§1895, “LE8"—F1975, Seaplana "85 53170

ALL METAL Sy sAFETY

See your dealer for further information and a
demonstration, or write Dept. P,

LUSCOMBE AIRPLANE CORPORATION

West Trenton, New Jersey



(3]
(Contimued from page G}

il we could use them to check ouwr
driit,

We lose the galls aisd the rest of the
birds & [ew miles from the mainland.
They are & lazy lod. We are too fasi
for them, amyway. The passemgers
spend most of therr Gime wandesing
about and gathering i Hitle groups 1o
swap stories, They play games, heidge
mastly, or Chinese chess or race horse,
that game with the diee. They read a
bod, too. 'We have the katest magazines
and hest-zeller movels in  oar ship's
library: There i3 nd masc,

When we pidd OVer & OOERi VeseE]
I exchange preetings by radio with the
other caplain,. We wie the sadiophone,
ften some of his passengers semd greet-
mgs o sodme of e, We slao ex-
change the news and, Important to the
mavigator, we exchange bearmigs. Tf it
is in the daytime the vessel salates s
with its whistle and we can see the
plome of steam. At night we blnk
lights at eath other,

Passengers are stich interesting people
Most of them have traveled a lot amd
they tell of faraway places. Usnally we
have one or two hopeymeoon couples
ahoard. Lots of frst flighters, too, bot 1
hare ywet to see a passenger who dadfi't
appear to be completely at ease. 1 ran
into a lot of fdnoy ones, too. The Ee
trip out 1 heard my own voice on the
radio. It was a talk 1 had gwven the day
before at the fair, Either 1 had casghi
izpr with it of the radio waves had goiten

Undes 1he Foms Morsgeamar ol

The Gathan The Drshe

DWW THEE EITY FHLEER

The Blachstane  The Evanshire

[EiFNER IraEpTeE i)

Et"!ll.:'irul Bikmere

POPULAR AVIATIOMN

lnzy and were loling arcund over the
Pacific. Pretty soon, thongh, the an-
noancer explained it was o re-hroadoast.

A eouple of irlpe ago o lndy pasesnger
atopped me and whispered she was afraid
wi were off our course. She had a Loy
Soout campass in her hand, 1 asked her
to open her handbag and the first thing
that popped oni was a photo lEght meter.
[ showed her bow that was doing things
1o ker compase so sle turned the naviga-
twod Job back to ue. That was the zame
trip I gave & beide away,

Aler dimser in the lownge I go back
o the comtrols. Ckn the Right deck all
2 well, It s dark now and the navigator
i= im his torret observatory after getting
hig first siar fix. He takes them Ere-
guently throughout the night, never more
thas two howars apart.

I relieve the first officer =0 he can go
to dimner. T gell him about those mighty
e sguabs.

Ahead we sight the outer fringe of that
clowd bank radic spoke about. I give the
order to pull up on top. 1 take over the
conirals, At 10,000 we are on top in the
clear and 1 level off. Again we check our
teearings. The mavigator takes another
sigr fix. The radie oficer holds down his
key and the San Francisco I, F. booma
in with a check. Naw the radio officer
swings his loop on the 5. 5. Matsomia
which i nearby. That gives us a triple
check.

Pretty soon the first of the hghts on
the lower deck go osit. The stewasnds
heave muade up the berths and the passen-

[}
]
[}
o
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All that is best in Southern California re-

volves around The Town House... estab-

lishes it as “America’s Finest Hotel.”" Yet

tariff is in keeping with today's economical

trend ... Home of the Famous Zebra Room.

The Town Rouse

Wilihire Boulavard

LOS ANGELES

October, 1939

EEra &re jarnsng im, I e -||i.'|'lrn G By
good night. A voungater who s travel-
ing with his mother has thought vp an-
abber isakon. | eacoicage qiestsons
and am glad to answer them. Some are
puzelers, thodgh, The yoiumgster wanks
to know how a honsefly leds om a ceil-
mg—ait of the top of a loop or with a
hatf rall. That's got me.

The last of the passengers turs in amd
the lower deck gpoes dark. The hig clip
per slips on throogh the pight. On the
flight deck the rontine is the same. Two
hours on and one hour off. T spend my
hour off checking ship and bolding con-
ferences with the navigator, the engineers
and radio officers. Radio reports we will
pass the Coliformic Cligper in an hour.
She's oar sister ship, bownd for San Fran
cizeo from Homolula, T asked the radio
officer 0 comtact the Coliforsio Clipper
direct. He gets ber exact position and
spred, [ exchange messages with her cap-
tain on what altitude 1o pass. We decide
I will hald 100000 znd e will elBmb o
11,0000

We tmlk hack and lorth and plot each
adbeer's progroess. When we are abomt o
paia &l hands join in dbe game of “I Spy
the Oiher Clipper” It's fan There ake
5l See those lights Blinkmg? They're
saying hefle. We bimk back. By radic-
phione 1 learn from Captam Bill Clunkbe
(he's in command of the Coliforuia Clipper
thia trip) what kind of weather he has
come throagh. T tel]l him what's ahead
far him.

Quickly the Hghte inde and sre logt an
the stars. Tomorrow mosning, aboat an
hnar after we land &1 Honalalu, they wall
arrive a1 Treasure Taband.

The equi-time paintl We are almaost te
it. I summon the frsg engineer to my
office, He reports bow much foel has
teen consumed and how much remaims
He abws 1me a plodted chart of the gas=
consumed and nailes Aown, We call o
the “howgoesit" carve, The gas con-
suemed curve BB helow the imleage curve,
Thai's fine. I it was above ithat waold
MEan we &are |:':l|.|:'|"'|"'||:inH: HIF Hﬂll:ll'il'll'
budget. We check the igaitdon awilches
again and make another careful mapec-
ton of the engines. Al akay. 1 call ihe
navigator. Then the radio officer, Thes
repart everything okay.

[ give the arder to proceed 10 Homo-
[G15TH

Mow the first faint tinge of daylight
14 ereeping into the tropical sy, The
mavigator is taking his lasi star fix, From
here on the radic plays as lmporiant
part in keeping 08 of owEr oogsicse. The
Homolulu I F. (they're  guarding =
mowd baoms in with a Ihl_':lrilm; check as
the radis offcer prepares fn Swing his
kg pa the stemer 5. 5. Larline,

Land ha! T kave made the flight many
times hot alwava 18 seeme it iz over he
fore it starts, We make a Tandiall over
the green mountaing of Molokai, one of
tke Hawaiian group.  Sometimes  we
make a landfall on the hghts of the cir}
of Honolale Mow we home on a signal
frean our Honolulu statlon, From the pagrol
Baat in the la n-."ling area come: onr land-
g orders, what ragway to use, the wind
direction and wvelocity, ¢be. Homolule har-

(Concluded om prrae F
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{Contimusd from Eﬂ &80
bor {8 83 busy as it is beauntilul, We let

down over the water off the city, [ take
my place at the first pilot's post, 1 am
in Bl eontrel of the ship all of the way
im. MAs we siert oor approach I make @
final check of the engines with the igai-
tiom switches, The frst officer is at my
side im the second pilot’'s seat He calis
the roll by telephone, The stewards re-
port hatehes aecure mnd passengers in
their proper seats. The tralling antenna
i reeled i Crew and ship all ready for
landing|

The air is &mosth a3 silk. 1t is 2 beau-
tifal tropical day and Hoaelolo is m all
its glory, The patro] boat radios the
course i3 clear and ready. 1 give the
order for the Baps, The hig ship slows
her glide as they appeas at the trailing
edge of the wing. A few feet off the
water I level off and leg her clip over
ike surface for a few seconds Then,
easily, I let her cut into the water, |
keep the engines farning over #t a fair
ppeed amd we taxi o the deck. 1 give
the marigator the time of landing amd he
enters it in the ship's log.

We are 16 hoirs and 34 minuiies owl
of San Frapcisco. One manute under
oar forecast.

I am the first down the gangplank.
Then the passemgers and after them the
real of the crew. We tarn the ship over
to the groand crew to prepare ber for
tomorrow's Hght (o Midway, the second
stepping #tome onm the way to Hong
Kong. I horry 1o town, [ have jusi time
enoagh for a couple of sefa of dennis
before Breakfast.

And 3o it goes, acroas the Pasibe, The
mext day we fly over beautiful amd spec-
tacular reefs that stretch almost to Mid-
way, vur overnight stop. Waiting there
are the famed gooneys, those curous
birds that came out of nowhere to claim
Midway as their honse. They line ap like
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coripns matives to look os over and see
who we broaght this trip.

Early the pext morning we hop off for
Weke Island, As we cross the interna-
womal date line we hold a ceremomy
semewhat gimilar 10 the one they hold
on boats cressing the equator. [ officlaie
at this ceremony.

Owernight st Wake, 3 moonlight cruise
in the glass-bottomed boat around the
marine gardens, then on to Guoam, Ma-
nila, Macao and, on the sixth day cut of
Sanm Francisco, we land at Hong Kong.
First to greet us is famed Sampan An-
nie, who sculls alongside to take personal
charge of the docking of ocur big clipper.
She never says much bot she works
Henty. She fairly makes the water foam
ai ehe darts here and there,

Owernight &t Hong Kong, then back
v Manila, Thirty-six howra thees and we
hop off at 3 a. m. for Guam so0 we will
lamd in davhght. These might take-offs
are interesting. A workboat goes ot
first and limes the runway with hght
buoys. The patrol boat sweeps the course
with searchlights fo make sire 1t s all
clear. We follow the patrol boat to the
head of the ramway. They Hash a greed
light: All dear and ready!

We blink our nawvigation lights:
clear and ready.

Ax the first officer opens the throttles
& canmpon on the pairol boat Gres Hare
shella imfo the sky. They explode at
2000 feet and make the runway as light
as day while descending an their para-
ehinies,

From Guam o Wake, Wake to Mid-
way, Midway to Honolalu, then the long
avernight flight to Treasace [sland, It
was just two week: ago we mook off
from here for Hong KEoag, [ tuen the
ship over o the groond crew, sign the
loghooks and other papers and rush
home to greet the family.

Ieesdlentally, my daaghiers l"'lll:f—h'hl:‘"h.

All
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seven mow—ilew 25(HH miles before she
was two years old. She wania 1o go o
China with me mext trip.

Far two of the next five weeka I am
on my own. During the other three 1
work out flying and navigation problems
on the trzining ship, test hop the clip-
pers im port and otherwise keep my
hamd in.

Then the physical examination, the
three-hoar test Hight and off again to
the Orient. [ make the round trip every
seven weeks In sddition to the two
weeks off every irip I get & month's
vacalion every vear with pay.

How did 1 get my job? 1 went the
long way arotnd. 1 left my home in the
foothills of the Ozark moantains during
the World War and enlisted in the Maval
aviation service. I have put in 20 years
af Bying and 've been lots of places and
have flown almost every kind of sea and
lamdplane, [ did some trailblazing in
Souwth Americs, pionesred the Carribean
with the Navy, harnstormed the West
with an old Jenny when [ was on furs
lough and Bew tri-motors In Coba, My
logbook shows over 100 boors. B ost
af the master pilots have about the same.

The mitdmum requirements for Pan
American caplaing are 500 hours on fowr-
engine boats, 2,500 hours of logged time
altogether, 450 bours as pllot-navigator
and about four vears of apprentceship
an the coastal and ocean runs. Most cap-
t2ins have an Army or Nary back-
gronnd. They work their way up to
pilots on the coastal runs, then transfer
to third officer on an ocean ran. They
check out in engineering and navigation
and take examinations for AGrst officer
which puta them in line for the captaincy.
The training is very thorough. The pay
rmaie fram 5200 o month for junior pilots
1o $H33 a month for capfaine. Also, all
of our expenses are paid when we are
a1 the faie

I would advise any youngsters who
want to fly the big clippers to get a
thoroagh college education and to spe-
cialize in aeronautical engineering. They
should go in for athletics, too, to keep in
top physical conditicn. Temnis and golf
are good gporte. They help the eyesight.

What about the futere? T am 35 years
old mow, T fignre [ have about 15 or 20
years of clipper Aying abead of me. I
wonder what will be the size of the clip-
pers then? When my fying days are aver
I will probably go to & ground job or
reifre, I hate fo loock ahesd thati far,
thowgh, hecaunse right now 1 have the
frist 1I|I-i_"r|'f-l;i1||; Jn.\_ll'l i the waeld,
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Airport Report

HERE were 2,326 airports and lamd-

ing Belds in the Umited States on
July 1, 1939, according to the Civil Aero-
mantics Authority, Of these, 730 were
fully or partialiy lighted for night ase.
The total meluded 760 muomcpal and
454 commercial atrports, 262 Civil Aero-
nautics Authorify intérmediite landing
fields, 5% amaxiliary Gelds, ZF Naval air
statiomns, 57 Army @irdromés and 100
miscellaneous Crovernment, private and
sate airports and landing fields,




	193910_PopularAviation-1
	193910_PopularAviation-2
	193910_PopularAviation-3
	193910_PopularAviation-4
	193910_PopularAviation-5
	193910_PopularAviation-6
	193910_PopularAviation-7

