Nungesser’s Hanriot in U.S. A.

4y FRED L, WESTLAKE

Not many genuine old wartime planes exist in the United States, particularly ships that are in flying condi-
tion, but the Nungeszer plane is still in excellent shape and is still flvable.
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This Hanriot kiplame ks the sriginal plane Il-I-lHi in tambatl by Caplaim Charlea Wonpesser of the Fremeh Adr :E-qﬂr]u and Bears the original nalenis

uwied by the French ace doring the war.

ERE are very few authentic
wartime cratea left in this coun-
try that are in fiying condition.

Jimmy Granger, Clover Field, Santa
Monien, Californin, however is the
proud owner of a plane used in actual
combat by Captain Charles MNungesser
of the French Air Bervice.

When Mungesser was in California,
he made Clever Field his headquarters
and the mechanics at this field did
most of his repair work. When Numn-
gesser made hiz ill-fated attempt to
fly from France to America, he left his
war plane with Jim Granger.

Finally, when all hope of ever find-
ing the well-known French flyer was
given up, Mrs, Nungesser presented the
Hanriot to Mr. Granger as a tribute
of friendship between the two men.
The new owner has kept the plane in
condition and has flown it many times.

For & while it was on exhibition but
the vicious souvenir hunters become so
obnoxious that the plane had to be pat
in a roped-off area in the hangar, It
may still be seen if Mr. Granger can
be assured that you will not tear fab-
ric off the wings or steal the prop.

If other ownpers of wartime ships
were ag careful of their planes, we
would still have a good many of these
interesting relies of ploneer war fly-
ing. Unfortunately, most of the ships
of this type belonging to private own-
ers have been allowed to deteriorate un-
til they are mere tattered skeletons. A
goed many have been cracked-up or

completely “washed-out™ while being
flown for motion picture work,

An outstanding example of the lat-
ter is furnished by the Gotha that was
used so effectively in 8 number of war
pictures. The plans was not deliberpte-
I¥ cracked-up as is sometimes the case.
But one day, while doing aerial man-
ecuvers for a war movie shot, the plane
was thrown into a spin. The pilot,
failing to bring her out of it, took to his
chute while the mechanie for some un-
known reason failed to bail out and was
killed.

The plane, of course, was a complete
“washout." I mention thiz merely to
indicate one of the reasons why war
service planes of 1914 are all bat ex-
tinet with the exception of those in the
museams. The next fad for war movies
will probably finish up the few that are
left.

The Nungesser plane is of particular
interest becanse he iz perhaps the best
known French ace in America. It ia
true, that Rene Fonck with seventy-five
German planes to his credit, and George
Guynemer with fifty-three accredited
victories, cutrank him as an ace, for
Nungesser bromght down but forty-five
Hun shipa.

Captain MNungeszer, however, bad
more personal contact with Americans
die to his toar in America. His pleas-
ing personality and lecture appearances
contributed to his popularity in the
United Btates. Added to this, of course,
was his spectacular martyrdom as a
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victim of the exceedingly hazardous
East-West flight across the Atlantic.

In spite of the fact that the Clover
Field hengars houze modern commer-
cial planes, trim racers and a freak
flying gadget ecalled the “Whatsit,"
which everyonme has seen in the newss
recls, the Mungesser relic is easily the
maost interesting ship in the hangars.

The ensignia on the fuselage is un-
vsual enough to attract immediate at-
tention.  According to the story, the
Huns placed a bounty of fifty thousand
dollara on Nungesser’s head. The
Fronch ace responded by painting a
coffln and candles on his ship. The
coffin was a flaunting challenge to pat

him in it if they conld. Later the skull
wne ndded.
Every time Nungesser suffered a

head injury as the result of a erack-
up he added a lineg or two in aceord-
ance with the markings shown on the
X-ray pictures, Later, when the in-
trapid fiyer injured his lega, the shin.
bones were added to the skull decora-
tion. The fractures shown on the
X=ray ware also duplicated on the shin-
bone ensignia.

In this manner, the Heines wers sup-
posed to know juat what progress they
were making toward putting the
Frenchman in the casket, Nungesser
ie probably the only allied aviator that
kept surh an emblomatic and fronic
geore eard for the benefit of the enemy,
or perhaps he intended it for a per-
gonal diary., The significant part of
the whole thing is that, while this was
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going on, he was constantly bringing
down enemy planes.

Nungesser had some twenty crack-
ups in all. The word suine (swine)
ias written on both sides of the foselage.
This was his grecting to the enemy.
It's quite evident that he didn't like
the Bosche flyers any more than they
liked him.

This ship was flown by the owner,
Jim Granger, during the filming of
“Hell's Angels.” Incidentally Mr.
Granger had a rather merve-racking
experience while filying this ship. One
day, as he was flying over Hollywood,
the Gnome Monosoupape motor on the
Hanriot, for no reason at all, conked
out, Granger pulled everything on the
dash in a frantic effort to revive the
dead powerplant but withoot suceess,

¥ course, this type of ship loses alti-
tude very fast with a dead prop and
he was just about to plunge into n
reservoir when the motor suddenly took
hold and saved him from a very wet
foreed landing which would probably
have been the end of another wartime
relic as well as Mr. Granger.

However, Mr. Granger wsually flies
with n ‘chute when piloting this ship.
He doesn't distrust the Hanriot, but it's
just in case! Those who have had ex-
perience with the single-valve type of
engine of the war era, no doubt under-
stand and agree with the owner's fore-
sight.

An interesting feature of this plane
iz the unusually small tail assembly.
Mr., Grapger informed me that one
aviator, after a brief try-out, refused
to fiy the Hanriot because he insisted
that the small area of the tail surfaces
made the plane cranky. The owner,
however, has experienced no particular
difficulty in flying this pioneer ecrate
which has survived the “dog-fights" of
the Woarld War and the sometimes
equally hazardous sham battles of
Hollywood.

Captain Nungesser managed wvery
well in spite of the abbreviated tail
surfaces, for ten of his forty-five vie-
tories were scored with this ship, The
gize of the rudder was of interest to
me because 1 know that imitation
Fokkers are sometimes made for mo-
tion picture purpeses by enlarging the
tail asgsembly of an ordinary Travelair.
A Hisse motor and a few changes in
the cowling do the rest, The resalt is
an obvious fake that is quite readily
detected by any aviator who haz a
knowledge of the two types of planes,
bot the general public iz none the
wiser,

A knowledge of some of the fakes
put over in pictures, however, adds to
the interest in knowing that occasion-
ally real war planes are used.

Very clever reproductions have been
made from time to time by the pro-
ducers of war films and the construe-
tion of such ships has reached s fine
point. Two BSpads, recently rebuilk
from "Tommies” are the last thing in
aecurate faking. BSo far as interest
goes, little ie actually lost by the use
of faked planes.

The Latest Lanier Vacuplane Sucecessful

The Lagler Vecuplane showlng the pecolisr chambers beiween the wings snd bedy that prodoes Hit.

ROM TIME to time, POPULAR
AVIATION has published data on
the development of the Lanisr Vacu-
plane during the course of its develop-
ment, and we are now in phssession of
data on the latest of these ships tested
at Troy, M. Y.
This development, by Edward H.
Lanier, began in 1908 in Cincinnati,
Ohio  This was a monoplane with an

open concave cell in the cenfer section.
Later, three other models were built
and flown. The present Vaecuplane
gives satisfactory take-off and climb
and iz exceptionally stable in flight.
It is driveni by a 36 h.p. Aeronca engine.
o It is elpimed that the Vacuplane does
not slip nor dive in a stall and that the
coneave cell actz as o parnchute when
it is settling down.

Airworthiness Requirements Questioned

HIS protest, from a prominent
arronauiioal enginser woe Te-
erived at owr affice. If ig represen-
tative of several on the same subject,

EFARTMENT of Commerce Of-
ficials. Under your present policy

of changing the airworthiness require-
ments every two weeks, how is it poasi-
ble for one ever to complete an analysis
for approval—or is it part of your
plan that no one is to be able to do s0?
In order to show the reason for these
questions, et us for the moment review
the events of the past wvear in regard
to the airwoerthiness reqoirements, Une-
til that time it had been the eustom
for changes in the reguirements to go
into effect on Junuary 1 of each year,
with advanee copies of the new bulletin
ready by the first of October. That
happened in the fall of 1833 as usual,
and while the requirements were dras-
tically ehanged, the indostry felt that
the change was a step in the right di-
rection, and adapted itself to the new
requirements.  Late last March came
another revised bulletin, containing
peveral minor changes, which was to
be effective on July 1. A meeting of
the manufacturers was called for late
in May to discuss the changes. As a
result of the mesting, several more
minor changes were made, and the date

of effectiveness set forward a month.

Before that date, still more changes
were made, and the date set forward,
again. In Aupust 8 memerandum was
sent out which announced that the now
requirements wonld go into efect om
Oetober 1, with nothing said about
changes of major importance,

That waz the end of the story, wntil
sbout November 1, when the require-
ments which had become effective a
month earlier were finally released. It
iz easy to imagine the feclings of the
industry, when it was found that in
these new requirements the definitions
of the basic load conditions, and conse-
quently the entire procedure inm an
analyiis,

Ag if that bad not been enough, the
industry then had to wait two weeks
more until Bulletin 26, the companion
to the requirements, was relensed,

That seemed to be the end of the
changes, and the industry tried to ad-
just itself to the lost six weeks, and get
started over again,

But you, Department officials, did
not seem satisfied even then., On No-
vember 24, ten days after Bulletin 26
had finally been distributed, you issued
a memorahdom revising €. Yoa is-
sued the memorandum under that date,
vyes, but you did not send the memoran-

(Concluded om page 262)
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