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REMEMBER BARRY 

GOLDWATER? 
EXTREMISM IN THE LOVE OF AIRPLANES IS NO VICE 

I
n 1989 I interviewed Barry Goldwater, the former 
Arizona senator famously trounced by Lyndon 
Johnson in the 1964 presidential election. Goldwater 
held many opinions that would scandalize Republi­

cans today: He supported gays in the military, socialized 
medicine, reduced military spending and a guaranteed 
minimum income for all Americans. 

Goldwater was a lifelong pilot and a lover of aviation. He 
also liked to talk. He was the man for whom they coined 
the expression "Ready, fire, aim!" 

I
In addition to being an active pilot all his life, 1964 
presidential candidate Barry Goldwater was garrulous, 
prolix and also very talkative. 

"I went out in 1928 or '29 and I started taking flying 
lessons for $10 an hour, and when I had 10 hours, I soloed, 
and so it cost me a hundred dollars. Had no ground school. 
About all I knew is one wing had a red light on it and the 
other one had a green light, and nothing at all about weath­
er. They didn't tell us a thing about it. They never taught us 
spins, and the first goddamn time I went up with a passen­
ger, I said, 'Well, I'll give her a tight circle over her house.' 
I did, it flipped over and started to spin, and I said, 'Jesus 
Christ!' So I let go of everything, and by God, it just came 
right out. I put both hands on that stick, shaking like a dog, 
flew it back to the airport, and went home and got drunk." 

Too old for combat, he became a "service pilot" in World 
War II. 

"I was in the ferrying command. That was heaven. I 
flew every goddamn thing we had then. We had the P-47; 
I learned to fly that. I was on the first flight that ever flew 
across the North Atlantic to England. I got current in the 
B-17, the B-24, the B-35 [sic], the B-26 that they called the
widow-maker. That was the Martin. And the wings were
about that long. The average person that got hurt in it took
off without enough airspeed. It just flipped in. But once
you got used to it, it was a hell of an airplane.

"Of course, I don't think I've ever flown an airplane 
I really didn't like. As I look back on my flying, I'm just 
goddamn lucky. I was talking to Jimmy Doolittle, who's 
an old friend of mine. I said, 'Jimmy, you gave up flying! 
You're only 90!' 'Well,' he said, 'there's an old saying about 
old pilots and bold pilots. But there are no old bold pilots. 
So,' he said, 'I quit.' And now I fly - oh, I maybe get at the 
controls two or three times a month, and I fly helicopter:s 
as much as I can." 

Many of Goldwater's flying yarns included a female pas-
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