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Aviator’s Nerve
Cheats Death In |
Grim Sky Drama
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Gear Disabled, Dixon
Works Two Hours in.
Upside Down Position, !

 Repairs and Lands [

Balks Crash Fate
By Pluck And Vit

Rope, Shoestring and Belt
Makeshift Saves Iour
After Nerve-Wracking
Flight Over Hartford

BY THEODORE E. BUELL,

A piece of rope, n shoe-string and
a leather belt pressed into service
1600 teet over Hartford Friday, by

‘cutenant Car} A. Dixon saved him

and three passengers in his alrplane
from probable Injury and possiblc
death, when the landing gear became
disabled as the result of the crystalll-
zation of a bolt. Dixon was plloting
a New 8tandard {lve-passenger, open
cockpit plane, equipped with a 220+
horsepower Wright Whirlwind motor.

Handing the control stick to hig
mechanic, Dixon, who is a member
of the 43d Division Aviatlon, C. N. G.,
and operations manager of t.hc L&H
Ajreraft Company, cut a hole through
the side of the plane's fuselage and
made necessary repairs while hang-
ing by his feet. As the plane was
soaring over the city, several other
ships took off - {from Brainard Ficld
ta offer any posslble assistance to
the flyers.

Sergeant Clyde B. Kincald, con-
nected with the L & H Alrcraft
Company, going up in another plane,
carried parachutes  with him which
he offered 1o drop to Lhe disabled
muchlne, but Dixon spurned the sug-
gestlon that he and his mates take to
safety by that means, which would
mean demolition of thelr plane.

Finally, trusting to the strength of
the Improvised repairs, Dixon agaln
teok control of the ship after two
hours of tedlous work while in a po.
sitfon almost upsids down, and glided
the plane to the ground in onc of the
slowest landings over attempted al
Bralnard Field, Witaesses' estimated
that the plane was not traveling
more than 28 mlles an hour as 1t
swept safely to carth,

In tho plane with Dixon were Da-
vid Weingart, his mechanic; Joseph
Baltrun, a pilot of Northampton,
Mass, and John Anderson, an L &
H Company cmployce, The quartst
took off from Brainard Ficld shortly
before 4 o'clock to attend an alr meat
at Wlllimantle. As they swung over
the fleld there, preparatory to mak-
ing a landing, attaches of the ficld
ran into the landing space, franti-
cally faving their hands at the Hart-
ford plane.

Hangs From Plane By Feet.

When Dixon saw that the right
V.strut was hanging ' beneath the
fuselage and that the. upright was
flopping limply at the side of the
plane, he ascended to a helght of
1000 fcet and turncd ihe nose of the
plane in the direction of Hartford.
The pllot then turncd over the con-
trols to Mechanic \Veingart and,
stripplng himself to the walst, cut a
hole in the side of the fuselage and
crawled out to mnko temporary re-
pairs, hang!ng by his feet,

It was first necessary to raise the
Vestrut to Ita normal posltion, ex-
tending out to the right of the fuse-
lage. Dixon did this by tossing his

(Concluded on Page 2.)
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Death Cheated By
Nerve _(_)! Aviator
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"belt around the strut and pulling
with all his strength, the atrong wind
"trom the propeller acriously handi-
.cappipg him. A shoe-string was em-
‘ployed to replace the bolt which had
lcryau:lllwd' causing it to break. A

rope, acvern} feet long, was placed

3

about the V-strut at its apex, the
other end belug drawn tight and:
fastened inside Llhoe open Cack-pit,
helding the strut and wheel in place.
The fiyers cestimated What this routine
was gone through nt lerst n acore of
times before it was At last [irmly se-
cured, Meanwhile, Mechanle Wein-
gart was flylng the plane over the
city, keeping the crippled craft ot an
altitude varying from 600 to 1000 fect.
Sheht Damage Dgne,

The repairs served thelr purpose—
they held as the ship at Jast came to
carth, and damage catlmated by
Dixon at not more than $20 was done.
‘I'hree ribs of the right wing were
broken; the bolt must bo replaced and
the tear in the side of the fuscluge
must be replaced. These repalrs, it
wns estimated at the hangnr Friday
night, would bo completed by this
noun,

Dixon was the only occupant of the
plane who was at all hurt, and his
injurles were slight. Contact  with
shinrp wires as  his  body scraped
againat them left a  down severe
scratchies -on Dixon's right side.

Dixon Pralsed By Flyers,

Fellow avintors at, K Bramard Pleld
were profusc in thelr prale of Dixon
ns he stood b'y the ship Friday night,
supervising the minor repalrs, Sev-
cral satd that they would have taken
to parachutes, or landed the plane in
the watcr, but these means of eseap-
ing were scoffed at by the pllot, who
was reluctant to discuss the thriiling
experience,

After the planc had Janded safely,
the flyers refused to udmit fright
over thelr dangerous ride. Mr. Balt-
i said that he was not worried over
the abllity of* Dixon to make suffl-
clent repalrs, but that as the time
wore on he grew worrled as to what
would happen {n case the plane ran
oul of gis. :

*We had cunough gas left ta run
four more hours,” sald Mechanlie
Weingart, interrupting for A moment.

“So 1 found out afler we'd landed,
but T wish you had told mec that
while we were up In the air, Dave,
Every time the motor quietd down
a bit 1 looked to sce if the propeller
wias stopping.

Dixon said that he was under a
more serlous handlcap  than  wins
Colongl Lindbergh, who recently had
n simllar mishap occur on his plane.
In Lindbergh's case the wheel entirely
fell off, and it was possible to make
a forced landlng with one wheel, Dix-
on explained, udding that even with
that much i his favor, Lindbergh's
ship was “cracked up” and Lindbergh
was slightly Injured.

First Flew At 20,
Dixon is n veteran flyer, having en-

Wsted in the Canadion Royal Fiying
Curps tn 1917, being at that time only
20 years old and- the youngest mem-
ber of the S8th squadron. While still
in British service, Dixon was the first
pllot to successfully negotlate the
aerlal trip from London to Calro, late
fn 1018, Upon his honorable dis-

charge from the Dritish forces, he re-
turned to his home In New Britain,
and when  the 118th  Observation
Squadron, 43rd division, O. N, G., was
organized Dixon jolned. He became
associated with the I, & H Alrcraft
Company In January, 1928,
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Lieutenant Dixon,

Hero Of Air Feat.,
On Another Trip

Aviator  Who Repaired

Landing Gear in Mid-Air
Again Takes Off

Lieutenant Car! Dixon of the U &
H Alreraf{t Company, who saved hime
sell and three passengers he was
flying in & New Standarcd from prob.
able serious Injury Friday, when he
repaired n broken landing gear with
the ship in flight 1000 feet above the
clty. tiew the company'a Fairohlld
ta Paterson, N. J., S8aturday to obtdtn
A new ahock-absorber strut for the
damaged plane.

Dixon was nccompanied on  the
flight to Paterson, the [actory base
of the wanufacturers of the New
S8tandard plane, bf Joseph Baltrum
of Northampton, who was Also a pas-
senger in the New Standnant Friday,
durlng the exciting perlod when the
landing gear was being repalred in
tha air. -~ Paltrum, a pilot himself,
- was (1o take delivery on & New Stan-
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dard at the factory and fly 1t to
hiz Northampton base for commer-
clal service.

The New Standard, which suffcred
minor damages Friday when it land-
ed with the ausiiary repairs, was be-
ing reconditloned at the 1, & H han-
Rar Baturday. Acconllnr to the
campany mochanies, the ship will n
all probavility be rendy for service
on the line today In the event that
Lientenant Dixon réturns with the
neceasnry strut.

Dixon, who plans an altempt to
sel R new aolo endurance mark In
the New Standard, tuspected the pro.
gress on the construction of the ex-
tra fuel tanks he ordered to Lo in-
statled In the ship for the flight. 1t
in cxreclod that all detalls will be
completed sometiime next week so
that tho attempt, primarily scheduled
for Inst week, may be made soon.
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Dlmn Enters
Air Marathon
At §_Xracuse

Hartford Pilot to Substi-
tuLc For. Injured ‘Flyer
“in- Refueling “Endurance
Rccord Attempt

Licutenant Carl A. Dixon, Brain-.
ard Flcld piiot, flying with Clyde
Pangborne of Paterson, N. J, will
take off from Syracuss, N, Y., Mon~1
day morning In an attempt to better|
the 420 hour world's refueling endur--
ance record set by the St. Louls
Robin last month., New York will bid
for the world record with the “Emplre
State,” a specially equipped New
Standard biplane, powercd with n
Wright Whirlwind motor,

Lieutenant Dixon, upon landing at
Brainard  Fleld Monday evening
around 8 o'clock after a flight from
Teterboro, N, J., announced that he
had cqneluded arrangements Lo make
the fHght and signed the contract
New Jersey that afternoon. Opera-
tlons mannger of the L & H Alrcraft
Corporation, local branch of the
Colonlal Flying Srcrvice, Dixon will
be glven a leave of absence for the
duration of the endurance flight.

Substifutes for McKinney.

Licutenant Dixon, who was in fly
the rcfucling ship for the record
breaking attempt, Is to take the plaze
of Ive McKlinney as pilot of the en-
durance plane. McKinney was In-
Jured Sundny nt the Teterboro, N. J.,
afrport, when the ship he was test
flylng spun in from = 1400 foot alf.
tude. The refueling plane, a second
New  Standord, will be f{lown by
Simon Bittner of Syracuse, N, Y.

Ciyde Panghorne, chief test pilo,

{(fl)lltrll;;};;ld n <l-’:>lge 15.)
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Dixon Entrant
~ In Air Marathon
i (Contlnucmn Page 1.) ’

fcr the New Standard Alrerafl Cor-
poration, is well known to lozal pilots,
his last visit to Brainard Field having
‘been 1ast month when he flow heve
to dellver a New Standard to
“Frenchy” - Descembe.. McKinney, in-
jured {n the crack-up Sunday, was
| also known in Hartford. ‘

The official record of the St, Loul
Robin. 420 hours and 31 miputes, set!
by Dale Jackson and Forest O'Brine,
when they landed thelr plane at the'

LIEUT. CARL A. DIXON.

&t. Louis airport July 3¢ after 17 and
a2 half days In the air, will be the
mark Dixon and Pangborne will at.
tempt to better.

Lieutenunt Dixon plans to leave
Hartford Wednesday to complete
final arrangements at the New Stuand-
ard factory In Paterson before flylng
to Syracuse for the Lake off Monday,

Repaired Plane in Mid-air,

The Brainard Field pilot will be
remembered a3 having repaired tho,
landing gear of his ship a few wcck.si
ago, while the plane was in light,
over the city. Dixon, using a plece|
of rope, & leather belt and a shoe-
string succeeded in repalring the un-:
dercarriage with the tmprovised tools!
while he hung by his feet under the|
fuselage of the ship. i

A veteran of the DBritish Royal,
Flying Corps, the local pllot has been !
tiying since 1818 when he was sent
to France for active duty. At that
time he was but 20 years old, the
youngest. pilot in the Fifty-eighth
Squadron. He was the. first fiyer to
negotiate a flight from London .to
Cairo, completing the trip lIate in
1019 while sl in the British serv-
ice. Updn his honorable discharge
from the British air unit, he returned
ta> his heme in New Britatn. At the
organization of the 118th Observa-
tion Squudron Dixon joined, and was
promoted Lo the rank of a first leu-
tenant a short time later. Dixon be-
came axsocinted with the L & 11 Air-
craty Cerporation in January, 10828,
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SYRACUSE FLIERS STILL UP.

Empire State Standard Begins First

MNight Aloft in Endurance Test.

SYRACUSE. N. Y.. Aug. 26 (D.—
The Empire State Standard, whicn
took off from the enclosure of lae
New York State Fair Grounds here
today in an cffcrt to break the en-
durance record of more than 120
hours, set by the St. Louis Robin,
beran its first night aleft tonizht.

Early tonight the Empire Stata
Standard had been aloft about nine
hours. and favorable reports were re-
ccived from Clyde E. Pangborn and
Cart A. Dixon, the pilots.

The Empire State Standard left the
fair sround at 11:03:37 A. M. Two re-
fuelmg' contacts were made, one2
='h0111t£ly after noon and the other at
nig

Thc weather forecast for tomorrow
prcdicted showers.

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Published: August 27, 1929
Copyright © The New York Times
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‘Emplre State’
Aloft After
57th Hour!

Dixon and Panghorn Bear-
ing Up Well Under
Strain of Syracuse En-
durance Flight

] Syracuse, Aug. 28.—'3peciali—
I With 57 hours to thelr credit at 7
o'ciock tonignt, Clyde E. Pangborn
nd Carl A. Dixon, pllots of ‘the
*Empire State” standard. cndurance
plane at the State Fale, signified that
they “may” come down in October,
i In notes dropped late this alternoon.

One hundred and twenly gallons
of gasoline and two gallons of oil
went aloft In the “Uneedas” refueling
plane, plloted hy Cy Blttner and
Hugh Herndon, Jr.. at 6:30 o'clock
tonight. The contact was perfect
and the supplles will carry the plane
through another night's  ceasless
droning over and about Syracuse, the
route  the flyers have maintained
since tiey went wvloft at 11:04 o'clock
Mounday morning.

Al Depends on Motor,

AL 3:05 o'clock this morning Pang-
horn refused fuel and {ood when the
“Uneedes™ went aloft. signaling  that
Dixon was sleeping. Both men  have
now beeome used to  the “upper
berth” as they call their plane In
notes dropped and can slcep without
auy trouble.

The men's food is agreeing  with
thein as they are cating only  pure
wholesome food,, Pangborn’s being
prepared pnrqonn’l)y by his wife of =«
few weeks. From this time on, ex-
perts say, the duration of the flight
IS up to the motor, a 320-horsepower
Wright Whirlwind. This type of cn-
gine is nted for its longevity. '

Steak, corn on the coh. potatocs.
mhk and coffee. strawberries and
creum, was taken alo(t for the pilots'
dinner tonight. Weather predictions
are for n cleur night and continuss
Thursday.
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Special

The Hartford Courant (1923-present); Aug 31, 1929;

ProQued Historical Newspapers Hartford Courant (1764 - 1984)

Pilot Dixon Passes
100th Hour In Air
In Endurance Hop

Engine and Flyers in Good
Condition — Fair Open
Until Finish

Syracuse, Aug. 30.—(Special.)—The
“Empire State Standard,” endurance
plane plloted by Clyde Pangborn and
Carl Dixcn, coasted into its 100th
hour in the alr at 3:04 o'clock this
afternoon and was still golng strong
on the 103th hour at 8:C4 o'clock to-
night. The engine is functloning
perfectly and the flyers declare they
can stay in the air indefinitely.
Weather predictions for tonight and
early tomorrow are favcrable,

The State Fair closes tomorrow
but announcement was made today
that concesslons will remain open
and spectators will pay the regular
admission price to sce the “Unee-
das,” refucling plane, take off and
c:tablish contact with the “Stand-
ard.” The “Uncedas” wa: taken to
Amboy Afrpcrt today because a stiff
cast wind was blowing making ¢
necessary to take off from the fair
grounds the short way and officials
regarded this as hazardous. It will
return to the fair grounds as soon
as the wind shifts.

The Naticnal Aeronautic Assocla-
tion stated today that when the
barograph now in the “Standard"
runs down it will not be necessary to
instal; another. Jack Haffner, an
official of the association, has been
at the field all during the flight, A
daredevil announced today he will
allow himself be let down by a rope
from the refuel plane to the “Stand-
ard,” visit the pilcts and then jump
from the wing of the plane in a
parachute. Ground me1  think
Pangborn and Dixen may veto that
idea.

The last contact tonight was at
6:30 o'clock for 120 gallons ot gas
and supper,
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The Hartford Courant (1923-present); Sep 14, 1929;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Hartford Cou
.4

Dixon Gives
Up Position
- With L& H
\\»’ell-l(no\\'n'lé-r‘;ninard Field
Pilot to Become Sales;

Manager For New Jer-:
sey Company

Licutenant Carl A, Dixan. {ormét
officer !n thc Brillsh Royal Flyinz!
Corps, widely known Bralnard Field |
pllot and for th2 past year opera-|
ticns manager of the L & H Afrcralt!
Cownany, has resigned from hispo-:
sttion with the L & H (o become
general rales manager for the New!
Standard Afrcraft Corporation ol-
Paterson, N. J. He will have (harge
of sales In the entire country.

Lteutenunt Dixon will leave Hart-
ford todey or Sunday for Patersoi,
headquarters ol the New Standard,
and will take off from the New Jere
sey city Tuesday for Los Angecs,
base ¢! his operatlons for the nesut
four months, His wife and mother
will leave for California by train to-
day.

At Camp Perry, Ohlo, Lieutcnant
Dixon will. meet Clyde Pangoorne,
chief test pilot for the New Standard
Company and Dixon's companion on
a recent attemp: to set a refuellng
endurance reedrd at Syracuse. Pan?-
harne wiii accompany the Hartford
man on his fiight to the coast. With
Licutenant Dixon also will be Johu
tHladigan of Ncw Britain, former
pilob  for the  Wallingford ir
Transport, who is going ns a passen.
ner. Llcutenant Dixon will {ly a New
Standard transport plane and Pang-
sorne & Nev: Standurd training ship.

Sorn in New Haven.

Licutenant Dixon was born in New
Haven September 17 1889, the zon
2! John and Polly Ashton Dixon.
tHis family moved to Neow Britain
hen h? was six years old and he
was cducated in the public schooly
there. He was graduated from Loc
New Dritain High School Juns 8,
1916, with honors.

For a time he was in the cmploy
of the Stanley Rule & Level Com-
pany in New Britain. working in the
invoice department and preparing at
the came time to enter Yale Untver-
sity in the fall of 1917.

The war, however, made a differ-!
ence. An altempt to enllst in the’
United States Army falled because
he was underweight. but in New
York City he had more success. There
he met an oiffcer of the Canadian
recrujting service and enilsted inthe |
Canadian Royai Fiying Corps. Th:u.i
was in October, 1917. He was callad
November 19 and left Immediately !
for Toronta where no entered the:
acronautical school at Trinity Col- |
lege. He reselved his second lleuten- !
ant’s commission March 3. 1918, less
then four months later. |

Lleutenant Dixon was then sent to’
France. where he was transferred to-
the British Royal Fiylng Coros :lndl
advanced to first lleutenant June 1,
1918. Al that time, at the age ol 20,
he vas the youngesy member of the
®{fty-Elghth Squadron.

Holds Egypt Record.

wWhile stiil in the British service he
was the first aﬂm to negotlate suc-
cessfully the alr trip frem London to
Ezypt. flying from the English capt-:
tal o Csfro iate tnh 1919 and the carly
part of 1920. From Calro he went to
Beera. India, where he stayed untdl
the fall of 1921. .

After honorabdle discharge from the
firing corps Lieutcnant Dixon rc-
turned to New Britain and agaln en-
tered the employ ¢l the Staniey Rule!

rant (1764 - 1984)

& Level Company. He was sent to the
expott department In New York City,
but returncd in the spring of 1922 fo
New Britain. When the 118th Obser-
vation Squadron, Connect'cut Na-
tional Guard, was orzanized, Lieuten-
an. Dixon enlisted and was commis-
slioned a secend licutenant, to be pro-
}nalcd to first lieutenant a short time
ater.

In July, 1927, he resigned from the
squadron t> fly commercially in Tol-
edo, Ohlo, but reentered the National
Guard unit when he returned to Hart-
ford in Janunrk 1028, to take & pcsi-
tion as chie! pilot for the L. & H. Alr-
craft Company. He was made assls-
tant secretary and operations mana-
ger of the L. & H. In August, 1828, af-
ter Lthe death of Lleutenant Osmond
M. Mather, killed in an alrplane crash
at Buttonwood, R. I, July 26, 1928.

Attempted Endurance Flight,

Lleutenant Dixon gained national
prominence a few wecks ago when
with  Pangborne he attempted o
breuk the world record fcr sustalned
flight. Thelr New Standard plane that
they were flylng at Syracuse was
forced down before the record had

j dcen reached. An earller exploit that

spread the fame of the Brainard Fleld
(lyer was his daring work in repatring
the landing gear of his ship while the
slane was in flight over the clt{. Dix-
on, using a plece of rope, a leather
sclt and a shcestring succeeded in re-
salring the damaged undercarriage of
ais plane while hanging by his knees
under the fuselage, .
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