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chieftaln aml co-founder of the group
plaved host.  Roll call wis 3 = lemsm cere-
oy, Yoo don’t smile very muoch when a
vear's ohituary nolses are read.  For 193
these were ilse mizsing among ke karly
Bird “last men™: ‘Temy Fukker, Capt
Hugh Willoughby, who éxperimentzil with
wany g plane i the early ‘teens, aml Col
C, DeF. Chandler. first Srmo pulol bo use
a imnachine Bun aleift Iri 135K 11 was Lapt
Eddie Mussck of Pan:American, Chif Y oan-
ilivart, Missoord dirt farmer whe few far

L

MAN

%e Eorly Birds long ogo closed their rolls.
Only pilots in the first 13 years after Kitty Howk ore

members of the excusive organizotion now collect-

h's,‘; E.ﬁ ! . ing memorabilio of ploneer aviation as its bequest.

[uane dn il haleywin elaye; Alan .'I:Iﬁll'_l.'_ comprises ™M per cent of the glids's old-
Aera Cluls presidest, and Cal, Leslic Mac pEme Nyers arl benklers,
KL, piesser Army sirman.  So 8 weni In iremks in Manhatwan usuler the care
aml gocs., of Major Ernest Jones, former chael of
In a couple of wears, Bml Maorfise says, miarmabicn ol the aeronmeises divisioo of
the lasl-man tnast really will neean some the Lhef el ol Ol ree ang with ihe
r. Dot before 1990 there is work to da L EF, Air Corps i Franee, lies the om-
Most informal of all the seronavtical so- clews of this collection. Walls ke Bud
cwclw, wel U deghiesl-kinl Tor insiny @ Mieries” o Los Aigedes bold homlreds of
gl reason, fhe ER's plan fo leave az priceless photographs of people who arg
their legacy the warll™s mosl complade ava- chiigl dml decals Thal may I:.u_ forgodten

atian lietoey,  Adver all therr ienabs r-||||| L-||||| 1the Early Birds falls abe cask of mak-



ing certain that meither will pass intn limbao.

To recapture for a moment the golden
era, let’s walk in om Bud. He has a low-
eeilimged, air-cooditioned office next Goor
t the Hamgar Clob i his hosteley, Ta
falk ahout aviaiion, Bod will seeel his whole
corps of chefs, clerke and mdnar imped
menta of hodel managemernt ool mg Sah
ehit-chat i bome B lim

Skipping lightly aver Bud's hirth=he was
chirestened Percy G B, Morriss—at Shake-
speare’s fown, Stratford-on-Avom, S-odd
VEARE BEG He was apprenticed 6 ke Eirit-
ish merchant marine when he was 14, By
1909 ke was a Marcond wircless operator
That =ame yvear in Londem be bamged 1nén
Julex Hartig, Jules oweed a Blericg bi-
prlaiiig I."-IIl'.';'I'H'\'CI with o X2-h [ ATNERTE B0

Talk ahowt CA A tmaining programs!
Bud’s  lesson was ' a hwve-mimufe talk o;
wliich ERigts i what s wll_lr. Then e
ook off. He hail expected to cud a few
weed tops and settle back to earth  En-
stead e yamked back on the “dlochc ™—a
st of hell on a pisck that coniredled absonii
evervthing on the Blersot—and up le went.
For 20 minuates Bud puoit-putted alomg at
Bomp h

Henceforth Bud Morrigs' lfe and avia-
tiom Enberminglad. A vear later siatdoned
inn Palen Beach, Fla., for Marconi, he got a
brilliant moticn: Why oot transmit mes-
sapes to oand from an aerplase?  NWoluwly
b=al s Ak hefare, 08 sowmded 5ke a swell
idea:  Arnd it worked. P

Perched on the wing of & Cardes Bown
|:|:|. _'ﬂl.'h. Mr:lf_'funl:.-. exhibdtion  fver dor
Gleen Ciartlss, Bid tapped oot signals with
a timy bomemade porfable. Throwgh ear-
phomnes he gol answérs §roan the groail
Around the biplane was wound the world's
first cage or loop antemna, about 100 fest
of it, A week later the Army Segral Corps
dregrpd Hind a nole ushilq for infarmatien
an the ezt

Banl peddled smitcise-ssoe witeless sels fo

EEt [resr, wft #o right] Msj. E. L Jones, woretary; Gol. DeF., Chandler, Capt. H. B

Tam Bancinf 1‘|||-'|'I'| wrd Tony Jasmaus wars
Efn wha P-inllIlr':I- with wmaplasai. They
flaw Ehii pusher typa "[;Il baat In 1914,

i, .lil.l'“‘mmr Fobler, Jack Vilas, FIli:hi'h Or. H. 'W. Walden, B. H. Depaw, Jo, T, F.
Dickimea, [Front] 1. B Gates, Masjorle Stasoa, Col. Jeas De¥illard snd Bud BMorripe

Mow a bolal mae, Bed Matrias, co-founda
of the Early Binds [left), grested the late
Bir Charlen H.'ll-grfw:l-!tnﬂh, noted Ay

Sun Yat Sers supporers in China for the
nexl few years. In 1911 he weni to Tom
Hemaist m St Lowis.  Tom was building
planes and fying boxis,  They would Bateh
a aleip io o tree with a spring =caled between
ibe nereralt and the tree and start the en-
Eil'n:' Wiih & haeel tachomeler placed
against the base of the spinking woosden
propeller thiy wonld fest the rpmSs Bug
that was mbomt the extent of the “sclemlihe™
preparations for a hop.  Shoubd il nose
prive aver-heavy, they would shift the en-
gine farther aft. OF vies vere 1t was
trial-aml-error with a vengeasce—and all in
America’s second largest factory  {ooly
Curiiae was bigger) sharily before Europe's
first World War, 'With luck Tom Eenpist
coald grimd out abaut fwo planes 5 moath,

Oim oa bitter cold day in November, [911,
he seexl moa farrly smooth field rear St
Louis with his bhest Tricid I|'|:||-|_||r Janmnias
who also few for Henoist. Sclemaly they
watched o third man Bllowing a balloon-
parachute, testing s readisesd,  The
stranger was Albert Berry, & daredewd] ehap
whi minle a precarions living baping from
locii-ade halloes at founty fairs. Bl had
wished to e guwines ||i|J: for ihis eXpari-
ment ;- Bemoist had said mo.  Toay took o,
A T f et Eherry jmmped.

From iis galvanteed-iresm  cone  which
meeasured three feet from tip to flange the
<hute streamed out of the craft's helly. It
hillowed, And heavier-than-air's first sucs
el iil 1u|:1|'|:||||: hadl oail had been made
I1 had been gried -:‘||'.E|}i1|_' he groommest ab-
fections of the nation's leading awboritles—
e evers sware that the whick of the dimin-
ished weight cansed By the junsp would
cause a plane o turn tactle in mad-agr.

Army afficers at Jeferson Barracks, Mo,
expressed comsiderable mberest in the siust
You coudd, théy reasoscd, drop some sort
ol demaolition or man-killicg moterial with
a "chute. The tactical slvantages were ter-
rific Bl nobody thought of the mfety
tactor. Bail cut of & plare a3 a life-saver f
Memsense ! I8 took o wzr and ihe inven-
tion of the "chate-pack to prove the efficacy
of that
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By 1915 Bod felt himself ready to hranch
gl He Formis] the Bod Marriss Sarplane
Sebonl which, as Tar && he has ever kearned,
was America’s frsi aircrafi comsérncison
schuol.

(SRR L L] years e oaml e slafl drmsed
soanie S men. At one tinee, Bud recalls,
19 Chinese stmdied practical serorautics at
the school norh of Chicago near  the
Navy's Great Lakes base. Ume of them
was the famoms: H. O Tuang. oomsnsmder
nif 1 Chiisese alr faree af (ke carly 19 .

Then came war for the United Stabes.
Bud joined upe He sold his school fl.!v.'
Z3 ML 10 his brother-m-law.  He pook his
gELy TEETIL a0k riset s which he ||r-.-n||:|:l;' Eave
io the Mavy. In this marmmer alnsast 1K
insiTciors received thzir tuteriog and m
iarm taughi thousands of Navy gols,  They
Tnlt plaves, foo in Bisl's aehal, Im L1017
he seipped hudlding make-shift machimes
which he had designed for a batch of Nomg
anl LeRhose modors wiseh e had ]rll'.ln.l'd

BB Tom Beasbdl meommendsd Merric in 1915 a3 pi|n-1. dalus
blarriia learned fo Hlf in 1909,

manager, aviation edifor,
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ER's cwl inkignia = an |attarhands
of preddert, 1913 pilst Jack ¥iai.

up aml hegan to turn oot seme  [ennies

Fesstwar days were hard tinses for Bod
who mo kmger hsd kis selhool  The defla-
frum of the wartime aviation hooa sausdad
the diath krell Jor f anyhbow., B tried
publicity. He ran Easterm Air Express,
soanething that mighit have heen a goldmiie
if the COetoher, 1920, crach hadn't acesirred,
He suld kis Long [skand home and his agto=
minles and hegan to repay 50,000 he owed,
He svenm started a dollar-a-head psvcha-
analy et hizniigss Iy radis.  Hotelkeomng
came naturally to Bud, He had been press-
apert for many and had *trowble-shot™ for
vibwre ac thal when he heard abowt the
Clark's reorgamization in Las Angeles aevim
years age he jumped at ihe chance.

Tl Farly Hirds were hatched on g drive
aloig Penisylvania Avenve, Washimgion,
[1, ., with Major Janms w1926,

“Where's Charlie® ashed flu Ao,

“Charlie " Bud frowmed, “Flaven't secin
him simce '12. e was Tarmatorming §hen
With & Cuartiss, Funny,
o, hecamer 16 hke to
tixg Charlie agnin,™

An former  parhilislser
of Avrcusubicr, Major
Jomies gwperated in the
Ffounding «f the Eromp,
They ransacked news-
fpaged hbs, wrole bon-
dreds of ||.'I1|.':--I J Bl -
ered every oli-timer in
atghi,  And im two years
they had corrallid 150
Former pilots, including
a few =oaring pioeers

Far Ghs gmEs § FRAFS EfelSerpe B, [ = eoerle !
N e and lalloomsts. Nobody
ol Taen LEIEEE weeylakid B o Lot Thees e via et [r— H'_l-'inﬁ i
prlilier, Than Bn Teplgred L bebos slior o S8R diEd HEORS the war was |¥a‘|l|l'|.'|'1
o rlEl pnkicailian, Sk pEsLLion wr e of, GFr Under EB males wars
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timers  are nmat old-
tlimere Flrr\n;u. faarrmm
whi flew prior o 1914
were eligible.  Member
whig ridls were  elosiul
permanently Dec. 17,
1914,

g Oiryille Wright joimed,
o ol Cibenm 1., Martii,
Tony Fokker, Louis
Blerit, Hiram Maxim,
Crirtean, T !"m-l|r|.|.'i|.||._
Vineest A star, Te.
Hemny Fonlais. Waomen
membsers imclude Ruth
Law, Birsl waman atiei-
flyer, Katherine and
Marjorie Stim=on.

N Ererdul=

ﬂlll'l_‘ A NEHF L1 T fis Lozl HANE remmites
Thev're a little older each bime; a litide
Fewer, Vet nobixly drops out of ghe EH&
I§ Wi i iy YomiE EE apeviial s, some-
ome else pave Tor vou anonymousiy,

Their talk is grand stuff. For ome thing
their conversation is a historical record
wisell.  Benrie of them earned £1A00 far 15
miaies of l\.‘l:.l.iull'. 13 ‘|:|1'||"'_l\.' ﬂl\.lr'l;u; s ihe
‘reeins ! mll of them few when o man who
kedze-hopped from a beanfield in a pusher
Marse was & Bero 1o T groctod By kosses
when ke Landed

“We kept i that way,” Bod Morriss ad-
mris.  “IE was fun io b lonized  Delb-
erafely maost of o promeboe] the ghauoght
it Aving was dangeross, daring. We cul-
tivabted the bero-role.

“Fymny thing, ton.  Moat of the crowd,
W s, WErE  maEIclEang OF s aiach
effete thing, FPersomally, 1 earned dough-
wats for a whale playing the organ in a
el Beater ™

What are these Vlast men" doing today ?
Busd says ithe Hamgar Clab burch is pretty
iypical of the enfere 2B puaseers, S
have sieek with avastioin  Most baven't
o are rich, most aren’t.  Some are even
vy relief.  For example:

Hilary DBexch, hrodher of ill-fated Lin-
culn, rums a hotel at La Jofla, Calif, Farst
erviling stlent of the Wreaglt  brothers,
Walt Brooking 85 a partner with Dave
[havis i a company promadmg the so-called
e wiitgg,”"  EdlHe Bellamale s for
TWA. (e of the weahhiest ER's s
Max Fleischman, head of Standard Brands.
Larry Brown buslt Hoscoe Tormer's famed
racing shwp,  Hob Fawler, first iman o AT
the Cangl Zong (Mocean-to-ooean” b, i re-
tred. Cod. Dack Barmitz manages Los An
geles” mumicips] airport. S Hoth Law i3
# ||.|.||||i:|:.'-|t'|.i.|' fiedd |:|."|'E'F|:|l Hille bsiisewifs,

P &xs & whole ile ER's are storing ap
a ireasure howse of aeromaotics.  Soomer
or later they wall establish a pmsean, Bud
AN, far s irr|'|ﬂ:i|.'|'.n|||.-|: :'I.ili.—]liﬂllrr'\-_
records, Mographies, trophies, planes. For
& time the ERs foaght valianily to brimg
the oragmal Wright beathers’ plang hack to
the United States. Today it's an even more
imperative quest for the bomb-procf vanliz
of Benaimplon Migseum, Loswlosm, mdghinm’
priserve the worbd's Moo | aerial relic.

Bt wntil the wording of ke present
Lomthaomiam  Lnisaizite 'i||:-||.'1'ipl|.l.||| oy Frod.,
Lamuel Langley™s plane is changed, it is
doubéful if Orville Wright woul] consent
o removal of his priceless craft to these
shores,  Langley's plane v charasciernioed as
“the heid ||r.i.l\.'li-ri! arrerain”

What i the EB's expect in aviation for
the coming wvears? Bud lavghs when von
ask ham that,

“We'se all lved theowh the kil days il
b grise,” he eays. Guesses of the Early
Birds are alkwmt as varied s the neen them-
srflves, Bl we have thag o coommsin:
Witpr gvem o bapper.  We do koow tha
avialum will advance at least as far as i
dad since 190E 1§ bmlay™s planes are Vik-
g satlbemds, tomorrow's will be Qecen
.'I.l'll.r:rI.' !

S0 ahe FH's husgee 13 [ thing: Ta
ke ghee East mam om that mmbelbevahle, futuee
iay when aeronmaiics cutsirips ke wildest
dreamz of the boldest men  Thay, they
think, wouald be splendid,

Exn
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